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VOLUNTEERS OF IRELAN D, 


ON THE SUBJECT OF A 
PARLIAMENTARY REFORM, 
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| EARL OF EFFINGHAM; 5 DOCTOR JEBB,. 
DOCTOR PRICE, | ANS 
MAJOR CARTWRIGHT, | THE REV. MR; WVVIIX. 


TO WHICH ARE ANNEXED, 


A Letter of the Rev. Mr. NORTHCOTE, on the _ 
Subject; 


A Letter of LIEUTENANT - COLONEL SHARMAN 
to Dr. JEBB, with his Anſwer ; 


And all the Letters of the Reverend Mr. WYVILL, ad- 
dreſſed to the Yorkſhire Committee of Afﬀociation ; to 
JOHN CAMPBELL, Efq. Chairman of the Committee 


of Stirling Merchants; BRASS CROSBY, an, aud 
Others. | 
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TO THE PUBLEIS 


\ 


\HE avidity with which every 

piece treating of a Parliamen- 

tary Reform is received by the Public, 

has induced the Editor to form a 

Collection of the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
* on that Subject. 


All the following Letters appear- 
ed in a detached ſtate, moſt of them 
in the Iriſh News-Papers; and as 
the demand for them has been con- 
ſiderable, it was judged an accept- 
able piece of ſervice to re- print them 
in a manner which ſhould render 
Juſtice to their Merit, and give Per- 
manency to their Exiſtence. 


Piccadilly, 27th Of. 
1783. 
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CIRCULAR' LETTER, 


Which, at the 2 aft Meeting f the Committee 

of Aﬀeciation for this County, was order- 

cd to be ſent by their Chairman, the Rev. 

(| Mr. WyviI I, % the Chairman of the 
| ſeveral. other Petitioning and Aſſociated 
Bodies, and fuch other Friends to the Re- 
formation ff Parliament as he ſbould 

think fit. | 


- 3  BuRToNn-HAL, zear Ba DAL, 
17 70 Nov. I, 1782. F 
SIR, | F 
AM directed by the Committee of Aſſo- 
ciation for the County of Vork, to tranſ- 
mit to you the incloſed Account of their 
Proceedings on this day, and the ziſt of 
October, which they * you will have 
B the 


{ 4 
the goodneſs to lay before the Committee 
of ——, at its next Meeting. 


J am alſo inſtructed to mention how 
much the Yorkſhire Committee wiſh to ob- 
tain a free Communication of Sentiments 
with the Committee of ——, on the ſub- 


ject of Parliamentary Abuſes, hoping, by - 


their opinion and advice, to be enabled to 
judge what Propoſitions, for the Refor- 
mation of Parliament, it may be expedient 
to recommend to the intended, General 
Meeting of the County, of York on the 49 
day of December next, 4 


The Nerkhiter 88 haye Go. 


with much ſatis faction, Petitions adopted 
by ſeveral Public Meetings of great Re- 
ſpeQability, requeſting, in general Terms, 
a Redreſs of Parliamentary Grievances, they 


approve this reſpect and deference to Par- 
| liament, and wiſh a fimilar delicacy may be 


obſerved in the meaſures of the County of 
York: But it ſeems to be adviſeable that 


this General Petition of the people ſhould 


be ſo pported by ſome particular Declaration 
of their wiſhes, in a mode as little offenſive 


as poltible 1 to the dignity of Parliament; for 


i 


133 
if it ſhall not be known on what grounds; 
and to what extent the people deſire that 
the Reformation of Parliament may pro- 
ceed, it may be foreſeen that hence inſu- 
perable Objections will be urged againſt 
every Plan of Reformation which their 
friends in Parliament may propoſe. Ix- 
STRUCTIONsS from each Conſtituent Body 
to their r reſpective Repreſentatives ſeem to 
be the moſt obvious and une xceptionable 
mode, by which Parliament may be ap- 
priſed what Correction of Abuſes is ex- 
pected by the People, and yet every appear- 
ance of Diſreſpeck t to that e We be 
CO” avoided. * 


1 this Method of coitveſitig tis Senſe of 
the Nation to Parliament, and aſcertaining 
what Reformation there would give general 
ſatisfaction, * ſhould be approved, the next 
important Conſideration would be, what 
particular Propofitions of Reform, in the 
preſent State of this Country, are moſt eli- 
gible; and, if propoſed in the INSTRUC- 
TIONS of any Conſtituent Body, are moſt 
likely to receive the general concurrence of 
the public: For, if too extenſive a Syſ- 
tem of Reformation ſhould be raſhly ob- 

32 truded 
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traded on Parliament, the whole attempt 
might miſcarry, and the Opportunity ta 


fecure the Liberties of England for Gene- 


rations to come, might be irretrievably loſt. 


But on the other hand, every Friend to the 


Conſtitution would lament the Loſs of ſu- 
perior Improvement, if, from too rigid a 


ſcruple to extend the terms of the Aſſoci- 


ation, the additional Repreſentation. of the 
Counties and the Metropolis ſhould be alone 
procured, when the Abolition of the MOST 
OBJECTIONABLE BOROUGHS, : in a 


limited degree, might have been obtained. 


In the Opinion of the Yorkſhire Commitee, 


the little decayed Boroughs, dependent on, 
or unduly influenced by, the Boards of 
Ordnance, Treaſury, Admiralty, &c. may 
be juſtly placed in that claſs. For what 
more dangerous Perverſion of the Conſtitu- 


tion can be imagined, than THE NOMI- 


NATION OF MEMBERS OF PARLI- 

AMENT BY THE CROWN ; or what 

Fidelity te the Public Truſt can be expect- 

ed from Senators who are thus created by 

that Government, whoſe Conduct my 
ought to watch and controul? 


On 


d | 
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On this occaſion, the Vorkſhire Gentle- 


men are free to own their inclination, if 


the Propoſal ſhould fortunately meet the 
Approbation of the Committee of 5 
and other reſpectable Bodies, to recom- 
mend to the General Meeting of the County 
e on. the 9H of December : 


* 


1. To * their Repreſentatives to 
5 3 or to ſupport a Bill in Parlia- 
ment, for aboliſhing at leaſt Fifty of the 
MOST OBNOXIOUS BOROUGHS; pro= 
viding for the Electors in the ſeveral Bo- 


roughs aboliſhed a proper gratuitous Com- 


penſation for their extinguiſhed Franchiſes ; 
and enabling them to vote, together with 
the Frecholders, in Elections for Knights 
of the reſpective Shires to which they be- 
long; and alſo adding an adequate number 
of Members, not leſs than an Hundred, in 


a due proportion to the ſeveral Counties and 


the Metropolis: 
2. And farther to inſtruct their Repreſen- 
tatives to move, or to ſupport a Motion for 


the Repeal of the Septennial Bill. 


3. Alſo 
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3. Alſo for admitting Proprietors of 


Copyhold Lands of Inheritance, with Fine 
certain, of the clear yearly value of Forty 


Shillings, to vote at County Elections of 


Members of Parliament throughout _ 


kingdom: 


4. And laſtly, to ſupport the Application 


of any County in Scotland, for ſetting aſide 


nominal and fictitious Votes, and for regu- 


lating Elections to Parliament in that part 


of the kingdom, in a manner agreeable to 
the true intent and ſpirit of che Conſti- 


tution. 


On the ſubject of the two laſt Articles of 
Reform, the Yorkſhire Committee are little 
apprehenſive that any conſiderable Variation 


of Sentiment will be found among the True 
Friends of the Conſtitution—ſtill leſs can 


they ſupoſe that, to the Propoſition for the 
Repeal of the Septennial Bill, any material 


Objection will be urged: But if the Pro- 


poſal for a limited Disfranchiſement of the 


moſt obnoxious Boroughs ſhould not receive 
the Approbation and Concurrence of a de- 
cided Majority of the Counties and Princi- 

pal 
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pal Towns, which ſupport the Claim of 
Parliamentary Reformation, the Yorkſhire 
Committee will not heſitate a moment to 
ſacrifice their wiſhes to the preſervation 
of that harmony and union among the ſe- 
yeral Aſſociated and Petitioning Bodies, 
without which there cannot be a Probabi- 
lity of Succeſs, In that caſe they will 
readily ſtrike out the Article for the Abo- 
lition of certain Boroughs, and recommend 
to the General Meeting of the County of 
Vork to adhere in their Inſtructions to the 
Second Propoſition in their Form of Aſſo- 
ciation, for reinforcing the ſound part of 
our Repreſentation, by the Addition of 
One Hundred Members, to be proportion- 
ally choſen by the Counties e the 
Metropolis. 


The Yorkſhire Committee having fo 
freely ſuggeſted their Sentiments on theſe 
important Matters, do moſt earneſtly in- 
treat the Committee of ——, with equal 
freedom, to communicate their opinion and 
advice, which will be reccived with the 

reateſt deference and reſpect. 

I have the honour to be, SIR, 

Your moſt humble Servant, 
SC. W 
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COPY F LETTER ent to the Rev. 


Mr. WVVII I, by Order of the ComMiT- 


TEE of ASSOCIATION of the LivERY 
LoNnDoN. WE 


GuiLDHALL, Lon ox, Nov. 27, 1782. 
8 IR, 


HE Committee of Aſſociation of the a 
| Livery of London acceded, with 


much pleaſure, to the ſentiments and ad- 


vice of the Chairman of the Committee of 


Aſſociation for the Country of York, with 
which they were made acquainted at the 
Thatched-Houſe Tavern, at a General 
Meeting of all the Members of Committees 


of the Aſſociating Counties and Boroughs 
then preſent in London, previous to the 
prorogation laſt Summer. With great ſa- 


tisfaction they have found, that the County 


of Middleſex, the City of Weſtminſter, 


and other places, have alſo conformed 
ſtrictly to the Reſolution then unanimouſly 
taken, viz. © to avoid any ſpecific Pro- 
poſitions relative to the Parliamentary Re- 
form.” 


The wiſdom of ſuch general application, 
as well as the great reſpect which this 
Committee 


. 
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Rev. Mr. Ny vill, Chairman of 5 ; 


<9 ] 
Committee entertains for the Gentlemen of 
the Yorkſhire Committee, and the earneſt 
defire of union and harmony, forbad them 
in any manner to mention or bring forward 


any particular Plan or . 


This Committee hope for a mature and 


well-digeſted Reform of Parliament, which 


they truſt will proceed from the inveſtiga- 
tion of a Committee of the Houſe of Com- 
mons. And they beg leave to propoſe to 
che Committee of Vork, the propriety of 
ſuſpending or poſtponing Inſtructions to 
their Repreſentatives, until the fate of the 


General Petitions 1 is decided. 


| I have the honour to be, 


With great reſped, Sin, 


l 


8 | Your moſt ns and 
' Moſt humble ſervant, 


1 
le 


3, 18 2 ei n 
- BRASS CROSBY, Chairman. 


the Yorkſhire Committee. 
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Tie ine: LETTER is a a Gogh * the 
Anſwer fent by the Rev. Mr. WYyviLlLs 
to Mr. Alderman' CRosBY, Chairman of 
tbe COMMITTEE f the LIVERY | f 
LoN DON. 


BuzTon-HALL, Dec. 7, 1782. 
SIR, 0 
AM happy that my political conduct 

Hat any time has been honoured with 
the approbation of the Committee of the 

Livery of London. But I cannot flatter 

myſelf, that the part I took in the tranſ- 

actions at the Thatched Houſe in May laſt, 
deſerved any peculiar commendation ; or 
that opinions delivered there by ſo humble 
an individual poſſeſſed that weight of in- 
fluence, which the Committee are pleaſed 

to aſcribe to them. On the other hand, I 

truſt I ſhall be able to ſatisfy the Commit- 


tee, that their diſapprobation of my conduct 


in a recent wWitance, which I obſerve, 
with much concern, conveyed in the ſame 
letter which has beſtowed upon me ſuch 
unmerited praiſe, is founded on a miſtaken 
view of my ſentiments and actions. 


+» "By 
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Car] 
1 do admit, Sir, that at the Thatched- 
Houſe I did object, with ſome reſpectable 


Gentlemen of other Counties, to a vote of 


thanks to the Duke of- Richmond, in all 


the various ſhapes in which it was offered 


to the Meeting. To me, who hold his 
Grace in high reſpect, as a firm and intrepid 
aſſertor of our Free Conſtitution, this was 
a painful oppoſition. But, in my concep- 
tion, public duty bound me to oppoſe the 
reſpective motions for that purpoſe; not 
becauſe his Grace was the propoſer of a 
ſpecific plan for a Reformation of Parlia- 
ment, but becauſe his ſpecific plan appear- 
ed to me impracticable, and not to be at- 
tained by any regular or conſtitutional effort 
of the people; and therefore any reſolution 
of thanks, which might be conſtrued by 
the Public as a declaration in favour of his 
Grace's Syſtem, could only tend to defeat 
that more ſafe and moderate propoſal for 
reſtoring the Conſtitution, which their 
peaceful endeavours might probably obtain, 
In this oppoſition the worthy Members of 


the corporation of London, then preſent, 


generally concurred ; by their influence the 


ſeveral motions were withdrawn; and con- 


ab it became unnecellary to urge 
Cc 2 21 
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any farther objections againſt the Plan 'it- 
ſelf, conſidered with reſpect to its utility in 
the preſent circumſtances of this country, 
I do admit alſo, that although no formal 
reſolution was paſſed upon the ſubject, yet 
it was agreed at the Thatched Houſe, and 
I concurred in the agreement, that it was- 
expedient the intended Petition for Redreſs 
of our Parliamentary Grievances ſhould be 
drawn up in general terms. But I certainly 
did not bind myſelf « to avoid any ſpecific 
Propoſitions relative to the Parliamentary 
Reform,“ in any other mode of declaration, 
whenever a proper degree of union upon 

the ſubject could be accompliſhed. And I 
do not find the other Yorkſhire Gentlemen, 
who had been preſent at the Thatched 
Houſe, underſtood this agreement in a dif- 
ferent manner. At the late Meeting of the 
Yorkſhire Committee, ſeveral of thoſe 
Gentlemen attended; and to their recollec- 
tion the objection did not occur, when the 
circular letter was propoſed. 


In my opinion, the want of unanimity 
among the agents of the people, in favour 
of any ſpecific plan, is the unfortunate c ir- 
cumſtance which threatens moſt their total 

- diſappointment, 


3 
diſappointment. For if no means can be 
deviſed to unite the body of the people, in 
| ſupport of ſome rational and ſubſtantial im- 
provement of the Conſtitution, their con- 
_ - tinried diflentions, no doubt, will furniſh 
to the timid or intereſted obſtructors of Re- 
formation, a ready anſwer to their Petition: 
„ Why ſhould Parliament admit a change, 
till it is known what change will ſatisfy 
the nation? When the people themſelves 
are agreed what redreſs they ought to aſk, 
then, and not before, let Parliament deli- 
berate what redreſs they ought to grant.” 
It is obvious indeed, that till that general 
union of the people ſhall take place, diſ- 
cordant Petitions, recommending to Parlia- 
ment different ſpecific plans of Reformation, 
would but expoſe the people to the derifion 
of their adverſaries. But it behoves their 
agents to conſider, that no time ſhould be 
| loſt, no endeavours ſhould be unemployed, 
to conciliate and to unite the various friends 
of Reformation, beſore the ſeaſon for that 
work be irrecoverably paſt. At length the 
whirl of caſual events has brought on the fa- 
vourable opportunity; but if they omit to 
improve the fleeting advantage, a few ſhort 

1 | months 
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months may fruſtrate every "FR attempt 
to retrieve their neglect, 


« 'The Committee of Landon hope for a 


mature and well-digeſted Reform of Par- 


liament, which they truſt will proceed from 


the inveſtigation of a Committee of the 


Houſe of Commons.” I freely own my 
hopes are placed upon a different founda- 
tion, viz. on the firmneſs and energy of the 


Britiſh People, pointing out the principle 


of that Reformation which they requeſt; 


ſpecifying the extent to which they deſire 


it may proceed; and leaving the minute 
detail of Reformation to be ſettled by Par- 


liament itſelf: But if the late overture of 


the Yorkſhire Committee, and every other 


attempt to accompliſh a more general union 


of the people, for the proſecution of ſome 
ſpecific plan of Reformation of equal extent, 
ſhould prove unſucceſsful, it may be ex- 


pected that any correction of Parliamentary 


Abuſcs, which may flow from the ſponta- 
neous act and pleaſure of Parliament, will 


be much inferior to that plan of Conſtitu- | 


tional Improvement, which the Yorkſhire 
Gentlemen have propoſed. In my appre- 
henſion, any change that may be made 


Will 
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will alſo originate with leſs ondjitlety; and, 
in point of precedent, with leſs ſafety from 
Parliament, than from the ſpecial applica- 
tions of the people, by inſtructions to their 
reſpective Members. Such were my ſenti- 
ments before the Meeting of the Thatched 
19 Houſe; and they remain unaltered ſince, 

oy converſation or Ps ae 

The oral phraſe is, that * ſomething 
| muſt be done.” What probably will be 
done, may perhaps in ſome meaſure be col- 
1 | lected from the Meſſage which I had the 
| Honour to receive from Lord Shelburne in 
Auguſt laſt ; the purport of which was ſoon 
after communicated to the Committee of 
Londen, His Lordſhip undoubtedly ſtands 
pledged to ſupport the Propoſitions of the 
Yorkſhire Aſſociation; i. e. To promote 
the addition of one hundred Members to 
the Counties and the Metropolis, and the 

repeal of the Septennial Bill. But if Peti- 

tions, in general terms alone, ſhall be pre- 

. ſented to Parliament, and no Inſtructions 
ſhall be offered to our ſeveral Repreſenta- 

tatives for the amputation of rotten Bo- 
roughs, I ſee no reaſon to ſuppoſe that any 
abolition of their obnoxious Franchiſes will 

T7 take 
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take place, againſt the manifeſt intereſt of 


many powerful Members of Parliament; 
except by the ſlow operation of a Parlia- 
mentary Tribunal in ſome rare inſtance diſ- 
franchiſing an unfortunate Borough, on proof 


of Corruption too flagrant to be difſembled. 


Lam far from meaning to diſparage the mea- 


ſure for reinforcing the ſound part of our 


Repreſentation : If nothing better aan be 


obtained, I ſhall be thankful 'even for that 
additional ſecurity to our freedom. But þ 


am convinced that an adequate abolition of 


the little decayed Boroughs would ſtrongly 


that both might yet be accompliſhed by a 
timely and vigorous exertion of the Were 
for thoſe ſpecial E 27 

With theſe Wees on my mind, I 
attended the late Meeting of the Vorkſhire 
Committee; and having produced to that 
Aſſembly a Copy of the Meſſage from Lord 
Shelburne, and ſtated to them my ſubſe- 


quent correſpondence on that ſubject with . 
his Lordſhip; which appeared at once to 
confirm the Meſſage, and to be improper 


for public inſpection at that time, my pro- 
duction of the correſpondence in queſtion 
was 


a - 


corroborate that ſecurity 3 and I conceive! 1 
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. 
was not required by the Committee. But 
it was not my advice to the Committee to 
acquieſce in theſe declarations of ſupport 


from Lord Shelburne. At the Thatched- 


Houſe Meeting I had oppoſed thanking the 
Duke. of Richmond for his impracticable 
plan; at the Yorkſhire Meeting I exhorted 
the Committee not to content themſelves 


with the mere Augmentation of County 


Members, &c. which the Cabinet ſeemed 
diſpoſed to promote; but, as far as it is poſ- 
ſible without riſquing that acquiſition, to 


attempt the ſtill ſuperior improvement of an 


-adequate amputation of the little decayed 
Boroughs. What I ventured to ſuggeſt on 


this occaſion, was honoured with the ap- 


probation of that ref; pectable Aſſembly, and 
was carried into effect in the Circular Let- 


ter, which the Committee of London has 


already ſeen. 


From this explanation of my political 
conduct and ſentiments for ſome time paſt, 


I truſt I ſhall be juſtified in the opinion of 


that Committee, as having aCted, in cir- 


cumſtances of ſome difficulty, an honeſt 


and conſiſtent part. But this is a matter 


comparatively of ſmall moment. I am con- 


3 fident 


n ] 

fident from this ſtate of ſome late tranſac- 
tions, whatever the final determination of 
that Committee may be on the ſubje& of 
the Circular Letter, they will approve the 
cautivn, the perſeverance, the well-tem- 
pered zeal of the Yorkſhire Committee. 


With reſped to the propriety of . poſt- 
poning Inſtructions to their Repreſentatives, 
until the fate of the General Petitions is 


decided,” which your reſpected Committee 


propoſes te that of Yorkſhire, I would beg 


leave to ſuggeſt one ſhort obſervation; 


which is, That when the fate of the Peti- 
tions ſhall be decided, any Inſtructions upon 
the ſubject will probably come too late. 
If, in conſequence of an application in ge- 
neral terms to Parliament, the Repreſenta- 
tion of the Counties and the Metropolis 
ſhall he reinforced by the addition of fifty 
or ſixty Members, any ſuture application 
to the Legiſlature for farther improvement, 
in this age at leaſt, cannot with any proba- 
bility be expected to receive the countenance 
and ſupport of the nation. If therefore the 
Committee of London have no;obje&ion to 
the Propoſitions offered by the Vorkſhire 
Gentlemen, their concurrence no can alone 

be 
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be of any avail. If they decline giving 
their ſanction to that propoſal, from a pre- 


ference to the Duke of Richmond's ſcheme, 
I beg leave to declare my firm opinion, as 
I did before the Thatched-Houſe Meeting, 
that there exiſts not the ſmalleſt probability 
that his Grace's plan will be adopted by the 
Towns and Counties of Great-Britain | in 
any conſiderable proportion. 


| T have the Honour to be, Si, 


Your moſt obedient Servant, 
C. WIV II. 


Braſs Croſby, Eg. Chairman, Ge. 


1 2e J 


To Mr. HENRY Joy, 5 I Wi, 


of the Committee of ene af 
Bl. 


hy Mares: Hal, near Bedal, Auguſt 2 2, 1783. 


8 1 R. 


ſwer to the Queries of the Committee 


of Correſpondence at Belfaſt, was tranſmit- 
ted to Lieutenant Colonel Sharman, at Liſ- 


burn, on the 12th inſtant. But wiſhing to 


guard againſt a miſcarriage, which in the 
hurry of a General Election may be po 
ſible, I take the liberty to trouble you "a 15 


& * of my anſwer. 1 


The Committee of Yorkſhire is expected 
to meet about the end of September ; when 


your Letters, and the other papers commu- 


nicated by your reſpe&able Committee, 
will be laid before. the Yorkſhire gentlemen, 


1 am firmly perſuaded- they will rejoice at 


the noble ſpirit of reformation which has 
ariſen in Ireland ; they will fincerely with 
to their worthy fellow- ſubjects complete 


ſucceſs: I truſt alſo, they will be moſt 


ready 


CCORDING to your Lore, my an- £ 


—— 
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ready to co-operate with them in any legal 
mode which can be deviſed, mutually to 
aſſiſt each other, in the laudable and neceſ- 
ſary undertaking to obtain a ſubſtantial re- 
formation in Parliament, in the reſpective 
kingdoms of Ireland and Great-Britain. 


1 A + wg am, Sir, with great reſpect. 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
c. r Tum 


Mr. WYVILL's Anfwer to the Queries pro- 
poſed by the Committee of Correſpondence at 


—— 
5 * * 
— 


| Belfaſt. | 
I. IN all attempts by a free people to im- Cl 
prove the frame of their legiflature, it 1 


ſeems adviſeable as much as may be poſſible, 

| F to preſerve ancient foundations, and to ſuf- 1 
| fer every part of the fabric to ſtand, which 
is not abſolutely incapable of ſubſtantial 

repair. In my opinion, it is unneceſſary 

and inexpedient to disfranchiſe the popo- 

lous Boroughs in Ireland, in which the 

right of election is inveſted in a few per- 

ſons. In ſuch Boroughs, a due extenſion of 

che right of ſuffrage js ſufficient to obtain 

eyery 
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every deſirable purpoſe, but all the little 
depopulated Boroughs ought certainly to be 
disfranchiſed ; and their privilege of Parlia- 
mentary repreſentation ſhould be trans- 
ferred, to oppoſe thoſe populous diſtricts 
which are unrepreſented, or whoſe ſhare of 
repreſentation is inadequate, 


II. If in conſequence of the propoſed diſ- 
franchiſement of the ſmalleſt elaſs of Bo- 
roughs, a ſufficient ſhare of the repreſenta- 
tion can be transferred to the largeſt diſtricts, 
it does not ſeem neceſſary that the number 
of the Iriſh Houſe of Commons ſhould be 
increaſed, The liberty of the nation may 
be well protected by a Houſe of Commons, 
whoſe Members do not exceed three hun- 
- dred ; if thoſe Members be firmly connect- 
ed with the body of the nation. But if from 
the paucity of Boroughs proper to be diſ- 
franchiſed, or from the influence of power- 
ful men intereſted to preſerve ſuch Boroughs, 
a ſufficient ſhare of the repreſentation can- 
not be transferred to the Fargeſt diſtricts ; 
the preſent number of the Houſe of Com- 
mons in Ireland, compared with the elec- 
tive body, is by no means ſo large as to for- 
bid any addition of Members. For what 


ſecures 
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ſecures a Parliament in the intereſt of the 
public? DUE ELECTION, AND A 
SPEEDY RETURN INTO THE COM- 
MON MASS. A Senate thus conſtituted 
would inſtantly feel what' the community 
felt, and faithfully act according to the 
wiſhes of the conſtituents. Theſe are eſſen- 
tial requiſites in the formation and conduct 
of a Houſe of Commons; and where they 
are found, it is of little moment, whether 
the Aſſembly conſiſts of three hundred-per- 
_ -ſons, or of any larger number, not exceed- 
ing thoſe limits, beyond which it is not 
eaſy to preſerve order in a deliberative aſ- 
ſembly. On theſe grounds it may be pre- 
ſumed, that no ſolid objection to an aug- 
mentation of the Iriſh Houſe of Commons 
could be offered, even if the preſent elec- 
tive body were incapable of increaſe. But 
ſince the time is perhaps arrived, or may 
not be very diſtant, when the Catholics of 
Ireland might be ſafely admitted a partici- 
| -Pation 1 in the r ight of election, * difficul- 
ty wholly vaniſhes: ; | 


1 III. | Where property is very unequally 
- diſtributed, ariſtocratical influence will be 
found to operate extenſively; and no means 


can 


1 


can be deviſed completely to guard the com- 
munity againſt the miſchievous conſe- 
quences of that influence, without a breach 


in the laws of property, which hardly ever 
can be juſtifiable. But the regulations may 
be framed, by which the danger from the 
exceſſive power of the ariſtocracy may be 
averted; and in ſome tolerable degree that 
ſhare of influence may be obtained by the 
people, without which they cannot poſſeſs 
a free conſtitution, or have any ſubſtantial 


ſecurity that the true intereſts of the na- 


tion will be ſteadily purſued by Govern- 
ment. Laws extending the right of ſuf- 
frage to fit claſſes of men; prohibiting 
bribery and'expence at elections; and faci- 
litating the voters acceſs to the place of 


polling ; thoſe are the moſt obvious and 


effectual means by which the Commons 
may be protected againſt a domineering 
ariſtocracy, without recurring to the deſ- 
perate expedient of an Agrarian law. And 
ſince the counties of Ireland are inade- 
quately repreſented, and ſince the natural 
luxury of the rich, and the growing in- 
duſtry of the poor, will combine to leſſen 


the evil complained of, it ſeems adviſable 


that the county repreſentation ſhould be re- 
| inforced 


Ox". 
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inforced, "and at the fime time, that every 
proper regulation to check the exceſs of 


ariſtocratical influence, ſhould be intro- 
duced. 


IV. The fourth Query has been, in 
ſome meaſure, anſwered in the reply to the 
third, It ſeems not td admit a doubt, that 
the right of ſuffrage ſhould be extended to 
Ireland. But the difficult part of the queſ- | 
tion is, to wHoM ? Conſcious I am how 
delicate the ſubje& is, I cannot, however, 
decline to give my ſentiments upon it with 
plainneſs and unreſerved ſincerity: 


It is the right of mankind to be governed 
by their own conſent, given perſonally, or 
by repreſentation, On this principle all 
Juſt Government has been originally formeds 
It was the principle on which our Saxon an- 
ceſtors founded their Conſtitution ; and 
though it muſt be admitted, that from the 
firſt introduction of a deputed Aſſembly of 
the people in England, the principle never 
was ſtrictly adhered to; and that in fact, 
the rights of election was not univerſally 
enjoyed, even before the Statute of Diſ- 
ftenchiſement paſſed, in the eighth year of 

E „ 
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Henry the Sixth, yet the principle was 
ſtill appealed to, and by a legal 4 ſup- 
poſed to exiſt 1 in n practice. 1 


Such was the happy * of mankind 
in the earlier ſtages of ſoeiety, ill exchang- 
ed, in my opinion, for the glare and glitter. 
of a more ſplendid ſcene, where the loſs of 
the political happineſs of the many, is. 
poorly compenſated by the pomp and mag- 
nificence of a few individuals, 


In countries where property is equally 


divided, or nearly ſo, it can hardly be ſup- 


poſed, that the unlimitted right of ſuffrage : 


may not be eſtabliſhed. If ſuch an excep- 


tion to all political experience ſhould occur, 


the circumſtances which could occaſion the 
limitation, muſt be of a very extraordinary 
nature. But it ſtates where property has 
been diſtributed with conſiderable inequali- 
ty, ſome diminution of popular privileges 


has uſually taken place: and as far in the 


greateſt part of the globe, where the ex- 
treme of riches and poverty almoſt divide 
each community, thoſe privileges have been 
trampled under the foot of their tyrannical 


rulers, and ſcarcely a veſtige of them is to 
be 


—— 


1 
be found; even in thoſe free countries of 
Ireland and Britain, there ſeems to have 
been a culpable propenſity to contract theſe 
rights to a degree for which there was no 
ſufficient reaſon. The intereſts of mankind 
require, that the baſis of ſociety ſhould be 
broad; the rulers of juſtice require, that 
their natural rights ſhould not be taken 
away, but upon proof of miſuſage, or po- 
litical delinquency. I am ſatisfied, there- 
fore, that where the right of univerſal ſuf- 
frage has not been found actually incon- 
ſiſtent with the public ſafety, it ought not 
to be abridged. But in all caſes, where the 
claims of individuals are incompatible with 
the public good, the privileges of a part of 
the community muſt be poſtponed to the 
welfare of the whole. For the law of ſelf- 
preſervation i is to ſocieties, as to individuals, 
an indefeaſible law; and by that law, ſo- 
cieties are juſtifiable which eject the full 
employment of the rights of citizens, per- 
ſons to whom thoſe rights could not be 
continued without danger to the public. 
The election franchiſe may be conſidered as 
both a privilege and a truſt; and men who 
have been found incapable of executing 
that truſt, in a manner not adyantageous to 
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the community, are unfit tq remain In. 
ed with it. That truſt may be as properly 


taken from ſuch men, as by the con- 


geſſion of the advocates for its wideſt 
extenſion, it may be withheld from women, 
minors, and perſons of ſome other deſcrip- 
tions. But men, from whom this franchiſe 


has been taken, ought to be permitted to 


renounce their allegiance to the State, and 
transfer it to another. If, in this caſe, they 
acquieſce under the depriyation, without 
renouncing their allegiance to the State, or 
even expreſſing any diſſatisfaction, their ac- 
quieſcence would amount to a tacit accept- 
ance of virtual repreſentation; and they 
would ſtill be governed, as they ought tg 
þe, by their own conſent, 


In 8 in which this depriva- 


tion has already taken place, ſimilar rea- 


ſoning will determine to what claſſes of 
men the election franchiſe ought to be re- 
ſtored, or may be juſtly refuſed. It ought 
to be reſtored to all who may be reaſonably 
expected to exerciſe. it for the public good. 
This is indiſputably clear; and it ſeems 
equally certain, that it may be juſtly re- 
fuſed to all to whom it would be unſafe to 

impart 


4 


impart it; whom candour would judge 


moſt likely to miſuſe their privilege, and to | 


be guilty of that political delinquency for 
which their original en would be 
juſtifiable. | 


Thoſe obſervations are alike applicable to 
the caſe of Britain and of Ireland. In 
both countries, numerous claſſes of men 
have been deprived of this franchiſe, but 
the liberal temper of the times, aided in each 
by ſome favourable concomitant circum- 
ſtances, has brought this queſtion to a ſe- 
rious © diſcuſſion ; what reſtoration of the 
right of election ought to be propoſed, or 
is fit to be eſtabliſhed? The mere inequa- 
lity of property alone, is by no means a 
valid objection to the molt extenſive Re- 
ſtoration. For if, from the love of order, 
Juſtice, and liberty, prevalent in the lower 
claſſes, and the meck and unambitious 
ſpirit of ſuperiors, no material danger were 


to be apprehended from the influence of a 


wealthy ariſtocracy, or from numerous and 
frequent aſſemblies of the populace; in 
ſach circumſtances, notwithſtanding the 
ynequal diviſion of property, the right of 
ſuffrage 
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fuffrage might be ſafely reſtored to the ex- 


clufive claſſes, and therefore it ought not ta 
be refuſed. . 3 


Whether Ireland be a country thus for- 
tunately circumſtanced, or not, it behoves 
the Delegates of Ulſter to conſider with 
ſtrict impartiality ? In what degree the man- 
ners of the Iriſh people are corrupt, to what 


extent the property of their country is un- 


equally diſtributed, the Delegates will be 


moſt competent to judge. But if ariſtocra- 


tical power be found too predominant in 


the counties of Ireland, under the preſent 


limitations of the right of election; as it 


3s ſtated to be, in the letter of the 19th of 


July, by the Committee of Belfaſt; the 
extenſion of the right to perſons in the 
ſituation of abſolute dependence on the 


great, would render their power wholly. 


irreſiſtible. If the capital contain a nu- 


merous and profligate populace, the perio- 


dical aſſemblies of that populace, for the 
purpoſe of elections, would, too probably, 
produce tumults, and all the wild and per- 
nicious effects of frantic inſurrection. Evils 
like theſe would be more intolerable, than 
thoſe 
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frage. In my opinion, the circumſtances 
here deſcribed muſt be confiderably altered, 
before the refuſal of that unlimited privilege 
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thoſe abuſes which are now ſo juſtly com- 


plained of; and unleſs ſome effectual reme- 
dy were ſpeedily applied to them, would 


lead Ireland through a ſeries of calamity, 
to the utter ruin of its conſtitution. 


Preſuming Ireland to be a country near- 
1y in this fituation, I cannot venture to 


recommend the reſtoration of univerſal ſuf- 


- 


can be thought unjuſt. At prefent, the 
utmoſt length to which the right of election 
there ſeems ſafely communicable, is to im- 


part it to every claſs of men, who, from 


the poſſeſſion of property to ſome ſmall 
amount, may be thought likely to exerciſe 


their franchiſe freely, and for the public 


good. To concede the right of ſuffrage in 
Ireland beyond that boundary, appears not 


_ conſiſtent with national prudence, or the 


ſafety of the Public; and therefore, in my 


apprehenſion, is not required by juſtice.— 


In this opinion Jam countenanced by the 
general practice of the Free States of an- 


tiquity; I am ſupported by that of modern 


Europe, and the more recent example of 
America. 
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America. In the American Republics, pro- | 


perty is more equally divided, and the 
manners of the people are more ſimple, or- 


derly, and incorrupt, than they are in theſe 


kingdoms. And yet, in ſome of them, 
qualification of property has been thought 


neceſſary to entitle inhabitants to the rights 1 


of voting. In Maſſachuſett's, and ſome 


other American States, the landed qualifi- 


cation exceeds that of any Engliſh Free- 
holders. —I ſhould be ftill farther confirmed 


in theſe ſentiments, if the excluded claſſes . 


diſcovered no anxiety to regain this impor- 
tant privilege, even when it became the 
ſubject of national debate. For why ſhould 
the work of Political Reformation be load- 
ed with great, and perhaps inſurmountable 
difficulties, by ſtruggling to impart to the 
non- electors, a franchiſe which they are 


neither likely to exerciſe with diſcretion, 


nor ſolicitous to obtain. 


By the rule here ſuggeſted, all perſons 


paying taxes within the counties, cities, 


and boroughs of Ireland, would be com- 
prehended among their voters; and to the 


county electors alſo would be added perſons 


holding land by copyheld, by leaſehold for 
| | life, | 
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liſe, or a term exceeding thirty years; 


equal in value to the ponent freehold quali- 
fications. 


By the fame rule it is underſtood, that 
Catholics of ſimilar qualifications in pro- 
perty would be admitted to the choice of re- 
preſentatives, together with their Proteſtant 
Brethren. 7 

It muſt be confeſſed, that this conceſſion 
to humanity and liberal policy, could not 
be propoſed in Britain with any proſpect of 
ſucceſs. But Ireland, by granting a com- 
pleat toleration to Catholics, has diſplayed 
the true ſpirit of candour and equity. And 
on this great occaſion of reforming its con- 
ſtitution, the ſame equitable ſpirit will na- 
turally lead that country, not to exclude 
thoſe men from the primary right of citizens, 


by whoſe aſliſtance its own inde pendence 


and dignity were obtained. The Catholics 
of former ages may have been juſtly de- 


graded from the claſs of electors, becauſe 


an attachment to a foreign Potentate, dan- 
gerous to the peace and welfare of their 


country, may then have ſormed an eſſential 


part of their religious creed, But why 
be . F ſhould 
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ſhould men whole religious opinions are now 


deemed inoffenſive to the State, and there- 
fore fit to be tolerated by law, be thought 
unfit to concur with their fellow citizens in 
the election of repreſentatives ? The eſtab- 
liſhed religion would be ſecure as it is at 
preſent ;. becauſe Catholic voters could not 


elect Catholic repreſentatives. However, 


their mode of Chriſtianity may be, diſap- 
proved, however neceſſary it may be to op- 
poſe the re admiſſion of. that ſyſtem, as the 
religion of our country, and no perſon dif- 


approves it more compleatly or would reſiſt 


its eſtabliſhment more ſtrenuoſly than the 
writer of this' paper; yet ſurely, in mere 
matters of civil concern, the profeſſion of 
errors allowed to be harmleſs to the ſtate, 


ought not to be a diſqualification.—Surely | 


Chriſtians of every ſect ought to be per- 
mitted to enjoy thoſe. political privileges, 


from which perſons untinctured by any re- 


ligion are not excluded. 


If on this occafion the right of ſuffrage 
ſhould be extended to Catholics, let them 
receive the indulgence not from the in- 


ſidious clemency of a Court, but from the 


friendſhip and magnanimity of their Pro- 
teſtant 
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teſtant fellow - ſubjects, and the peace and 


liberty of Ireland _—_ be unhurt ws the 
conceſſion. 07> 


+] V. Elections by ballot ſeem to be unad- 


viſable. In places where no undue influence 


can be exerted, the concealment of the bal- 


lot is totally unneceſſary. But, where the 
influence is predominant, it ought to be re- 


ſiſted, not by a practice encouraging coward- 
ly diſingenuity and breach of promiſe, but 


by open and honourable means; by means 
conſonant with truth, integrity, and the 


courageous __ of liberty. 


VI. The duraſion - 6 Parliaments ought 


to be limited to a ſhorter term than eight 


years. It ſhould be found as practicable to 
obtain annual as triennial Parliaments, the 
preference in point of efficacy ſeems due to 
annual Parliaments. 'But the beneficial 
effect of triennial, or of annual Parliaments 
will not be felt till the repreſentation has 
been meliorated, and elections have been 
rendered uncorrupt and inexpenſive. 


VII. It would be expedient that a ſatiſ- 


factory compenſation ſhould be given by the 
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nation to the proprietors of thoſe boroughs 


which may be aboliſhed. If this were un- 


derſtood to be the intention of the public, 


a leſs animated oppoſition to the disfran- 
chiſement of boroughs might be expected, 


But a more harſh mode of reformation would 


diſguſt and exaſperate individuals, which 
would be extremely imprudent, when 4 


flight expence to the whole kingdom might 


purchaſe their acquieſcence, and preſerve 
general er. 


aber a compenſation is What 


ſtrict juſtice does not enjoin; the nation has | 


an abſolute right to revoke privileges which 
are become injurious to its welfare; but in 


the view of equity, as well as that of policy, 


this more lenient mode of correQing abuſes 
which time has. introduced, without any 


marked criminality of the preſent proprie 
tors, ſeems to be preferable. 


* 


VIIL From the anſwers which have been 
returned to the former queries, my opinion 


reſpecting the eighth and laſt query, in ſome 


meaſure, might be collected. But the reply 
to the moſt important queſtion of them all 
hall not be leſs explicit than thoſe which 


have 


1 
have been already given. If then I had the 
honour to be delegated to attend the meeting 


at Dungannon, my preſent ideas on the 


eg would lead me, 


«fog Eh meins with all poſſible earn- 
eſtneſs, the abolition of every ſmall and de- 
cayed borough ; and the gift of a reaſonable 


compenſation to every perſon immediately 
affected by that act, with permiſſion to the 


disfranchiſed electors to vote at elections for 


e reſpective wks. 1 


f ES HERE 4 


* 


PO: I propoſe the reinforcement of the 


repreſentation, by transferring to the coun: - 


ties, the capital, and the conſiderable unre- 
preſented t town, if there be any ſuch in Ire- 
land, the members taken from the diſ- 
franchiſed boroughs ; ;z and alſo; by adding to 
them as many new members, as might be 
neceſſary clearly to turn the balance of legiſ- 


lative power in favour of the counties, prin» 


cipal cities and towns, which form the 
body of the nation, and in which the 


ſtrength of the Iriſh democracy reſides, 


3. To ſuggeſt the ntility of extending the 
right of ſuffrage to all perſons paying taxes 


to 
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to counties, cities, and boroughs; to all 
copyholders and leaſeholders for life, or a 


term exceeding thirty years, the yearly value 


of whoſe eſtates ſhall be at leaſt forty ſhil- 


lings; and alſo the propriety of admitting 


Chriſtians of every denomination to the 
equal exerciſe of that moſt Important right l 
of „ 


4. To adviſe a ſhorter duration of Parlia- 
ments, preferring annual Parliaments to tri- 


ennial, if equally attainable, 


5. And for ſecuring the advantages' of 
thoſe meaſures in their full extent, to re- 
commend the ſtricteſt prohibition of bribery 
and expence at elections, and regulations 


facilitating to the reſpective voters the ex- 


erciſe of their franchiſe. 


Such are the improvements which appear 
to my mind moſt practicable, ſafe, and effi- 
cacious, in the preſent State of Ireland, 
—— TO RESTORE TO THE PEOPLE 
UNARMED THEIR JUST AND NE- 
CESSARY CONTROUL OVER THE 
REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


ID. 


if a9 J 


To ſome of the Delegates at Dungannon, 
theſe propoſitions might appear not extenſive 
enough. To many more perhaps they 
might appear too extenſive to be at once 
adopted with prudence. 


Having therefore offered theſe propoſitions 
to the meeting, I ſhould think it ill became 

me to adhere to them with pertinacity. On 
the contrary, it would be more ſuitable to 

my very limited experience, and imperfect 
knowledge of Iriſh affairs, and alſo more 
conducive to the ſucceſs of the great cauſe, 
to ſubmit my opinion with deference to 
better informed judgments, and to accede 
to a leſs extenſive plan for a ſubſtantial re- 
formation of Parliament; in favour of which 
a more general concurrence of the Volun- 
teers might be probable. For that is the 
beſt plan of reformation, which is the moſt 
effectual that is like to be attained, 


The means for obtaining thoſe regula- 
tions, or other improvements which may 
be deemed more ſalutary, are ſufficiently 
obvious to reſtore a declining conſtitution, 
zs the en the intereſt, and the peculiar 


- I office 
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office of the collective body. Self Reforma- 
tion is as odious a taſk to corrupt aſſemblies 
of men, as it is to profligate individuals. A 
degenerate Parliament will never ſeriouſly 
engage in that buſineſs, but from the im- 
pulſe of the people. By their active zeal 
the work of re formation muſt be begun; by 
their firmneſs, and perſeverance it muſt be 
finiſhed. In a more tolerable condition of 
Parliament, it would be ſufficient to ſtate 
an abuſe; and of its own accord an honeſt 
Houſe of Commons would immediately 
apply the proper correction. But when the 
miſchief lies in the frame and diſpoſition of 
Parliament itſelf, it behoves the people not 
only to ſpecify their grievance, but ro point 
out on what principle, and to what extent 
they expect redreſs. For, if the popular 
complaint be well founded, Parliament can- 
not be qualified to judge for the people with 
due impartiality; nor indiſpoſed ſpontane- 
cully to grant that mode of reformation 
which may appear beſt adapted to promote 
their happineſs. Hence proceeds the prin- 
cipal difficulty of this great enterprize.— 
When the claim of independence was the 
object of purſuit, there was but one ſimple 

propoſition— every Iriſhman was agreed. 1f 
the 


7 


41 1 


the Volunteer aſfemblies ſhould deliberate 


apart on the general queſtion only, 'Whe- 

ther a reformation of Parliament be expedi- 
ent? there is little reaſon to apprehend any 
material diverſity of opinion would ariſe, 
But, if the queſtion to be conſidered, ſhould 
be, What ſpecific plan of reformation is 
moſt fit to be propoſed to Parliament? the 
diſcuſſion of that propoſition in many diſtin& 
aſſemblies might unhappily divide the Vo- 
Junteers. The reformation of Parliament 
is an ample field of ſpeculation, in which 
the ſentiments of wiſe and good men may 
be widely different. It is a ſubject of the 


higheſt practical importance, on which 


thoſe various ſentiments may be maintained 
with warmth and eagerneſs. In the pro- 
greſs of thoſe diſputes the Provincial meet- 
ings might form different opinions; they 
might be heated ; might be alienated ; the 
ill offices of artful and inteteſted men might 
increaſe the diſguſt; till the formation of a 
general opinion in favour of any ſpecific 
plan, would become exceedingly difficult; 
if not wholly imptacticable. In order to 
guard againſt ſo fatal diſunion, it ſeems ad- 
viſeable, if the ſpecific plan ought to origi- 
nate from the people, that a GENERAL 

5 8 AsSEM- 


. 

ASSEMBLY - OF DELEGATES from 
very part of Ireland ſhould meet, and de- 
termine what that ſpecific plan ſhould be. 
By ſuch a meeting the Union of the Vo- 
lunteers might be compleatly preſerved ; 
and the application from that meeting for 
an effectual redreſs of parliamentary abuſes 
would be preſented to Parliament with the 
weight and authority of the whole collective 
body. It is needleſs to. add that their re- 
quiſition muſt be complied witb. 


Such is the judgment 3 have form- 


ed to the moſt Impartial conſideration of the 
Queries tranſmitted for my opinion by the 
Committee of Belfaſt. I feel myſelf much 
honoured by the gentlemen who have called 
forth my ſentiments on this momentous oc- 
caſion. By impoſing that honourable taſk; 
upon me, they have committed to my hands 
an important truſt, which I am bound to 
execute with ſcrupulous fidelity, with con- 
ſcientious ſincerity. I am but too well con- 
vinced, that what I have been able to ſug- 
geſt deſerves not much of their attention. 
But the opinion now given has been form- 
ed, and delivered under a ſenſe of duty. 
And if this communication offer nothing 


elſe 


* 


43 J 
elſe which may be fortunate enough to 
meet their approbation, yet I am confident 
the Delegates of Ulſter will approve the f tree- 


dom and an of my anſwer. 


As a man I fincerely wiſh the enjoyment 


of liberty, in its moſt ample extent, to men 


in every climate and country; but as fel- 
lIow-ſubjects I am deeply and more pecu- 
liarly intereſted in the welfare and happi- 
neſs of Iriſhmen. When the Volunteers of 
Ireland ſucceſsfully aſſerted the honour and 


independence of their country, I rejoiced at 


its emancipation from an injurious controul. 
When they aboliſhed perſecution, and gave 
peace and ſecurity to millions of their op- 
preſſed brethren, my heart concurred and 


approved the deed. When they checked 


the corrupt profuſion of the public money, 
I joined with every virtuous man in ap= 
plauding this prelude to a more important 
reformation. To reſtore a ſinking conſti- 
ſtitution is their laſt and greateſt labour. It 
is a taſk whoſe difficulty can only be ex- 
ceeded by the immenſe advantages reſulting 


from the performance. Nothing elſe can 


give permanent ſecurity to the freedom and 
proſperity of Ireland. When the zeal and 
BIO Gs © ſpirit 
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ſpirit by which the Volunteers gained thoſe 
benefits to their country ſhall be relaxed, 


unleſs a radical reformation of Parliament 
ſhall have been firſt accompliſhed, the be- 
nefits themſelves will not be of long dura- 
ration : they will be loſt again, or they will 
be left under circumſtances of public diſ- 
treſs, in which the enjoyment will be im- 
poſlible. The miſchief of a factious and | 
corrupt Government will be felt once more : 


miniſterial profuſion will again ſeduce the 


ſenate, and impoveriſh the community. In 
this ſtate of things, liberty will be preca- 
rious, and commerce and induſtry will be 


undone. And then, when the poor Ca- 
tholic is ſtarving for want of employment, 


toleration itſelf will be to him a comfort of 
little avail, Even the joy excited in the 
public mind by the acquiſition of indepen- 


dence will ſoon ſink, and be loſt i in the ſu- 


perior ſenſe of domeſtic miſery, But I truſt 
a different, and far happier ſcene is Juſt 


ready to open upon Ireland. From the vi- 


gour and virtue of Iriſh people, conducted 
by the wiſdom of their Delegates, a ſub- 
ſtantial reformation of Parliament, with 
every national bleſſing i in its train, may ſoon - 
be expected, Let them but perſevere in the 
| | — fame 


[44531] 
fame ſpirited, temperate, and legal conduct, 
which hitherto has marked their character 
with honor ;—let them be firm—let them 
be unanimous ; and in this juſt and neceſ- 
ſary undertaking, as in all the reſt, THE 
VOLUNTEERS OF IRELAND will 


command that ſucceſs which they ſo well 
deſerve. 


c. LLC 


REVEREND SIR, 


\HE Merchant Company here, having 
taken under conſideration the intima- 
tion made by the King's Miniſters of bring- 
ing into Parliament a Bill for equalizing the 
repreſentation of the people, were unani- 
mouſly of opinion, that it would tend to 
the intereſts of the Burghs of Scotland to 
have an alteration in the mode of election 
of their Members of Parliament, and ap- 


pointed a Committee to correſpond with the 
other Burghs and Committees who may 
teſtify their approbation of the alteration, 
and particularly with the Yorkſhire Com- 
mittee, ſo as common meaſures may be fol- 
lowed, being ſenſible that unanimity will 
con- 
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contribute greatly towards carrying the + rang 
Hann plan into execution. | | 


b 


The Committee therefore beg leave to 
give the preſent trouble to know from you 


the plan propoſed to be adopted by the 


county of York, and will eſteem your an- 
ſwer a particular favour, in which it 1s 
hoped you will tranſmit every information 
you may think material for us to know, 


I am reſpe&fully, Reverend Sir, 
Your moſt obgdient humble ſervant, 
. JOHN CAMPBELL, Chairman, 


Stirling, Feb. 26, 1783. 
To the Rev. Mr. Nyvill. 


R. 


ET in this and another cover NR 
have the honour to tranſmit to you the 


papers mentioned in my letter from Wans- 


ford, from which the Committee of Mer- 


chants of Stirling will be able to colle& 


the information they have deſired reſpecting 
| the 


E | 
the plan for the Reformation of Parliament. 


which had been adopted by the county of 
York ; ; and alſo the reaſons why that plan 


will not be brought forward in Parliament 


W the Pires ſeſſion. 


af __ ert eſtabliſhment of the Englich 


Houſe of Commons, and for many ages 
after that period, the counties, cities, and 


principal towns, which form the main 


body of the nation, returned to Parliament 
a large majority of Members. Since the 
reign of Henry VI: the numbers in that 
Houle have received a gradual increaſe ; till 
at laſt, by the addition of at leaſt one hun- 
dred Parliamentary Boroughs, the balance 


of. legiſlative power has been taken from the 


frecholders, citizens, and freemen of coun- 
ty towns, &c. and placed in the hands of a 
few petty Burgeſles, who bear an incon- 
ſiderable proportion to the whole maſs of 
electors. This is a fundamental defect in 
the preſent frame of Engliſh repreſentation; 
for although mathematical equality is not 
to be expected in ſuch matters, yet it never 
can be thought proper by any rational 
friend to liberty, that a thirtieth part of 
the electors of England Would appoint a 


majoriiy 


"WI 

majority of Engliſh Repreſentatives. But 
this inequality is not a mere ſpeculative im- 
propriety; it is a defect, whoſe miſchievous 
conſequences have been ſeverely felt, and 
threaten the utter ruin of the nation. For 
hence an intercourſe of corruption has been 
_ eſtabliſhed between Electors, Members, and 
Miniſters of State : hence the Crown and 
a few'great ariſtocratical families have ob- 
tained an unconſtitutional influence in that 
Aſſembly, which ought to be the unbiaſſed 
guardian of the public weal: and hence 
meaſures deſtructive to our beſt intereſts 
have been ſupported, and may ſtill be car- 
ried on againſt the general ſenſe of the com- 
munity. Such were the evils felt and ap- 
prehended from this great abuſe when the 
counties and the metropolis of England un- 
dertook the tail of reſtoring the conſtitu- 
tion. Since that period, official and parlia- 
| mentary regulations have been eſtabliſhed, 
which tend in ſome degree to palliate the 
evil. But their beneficial effects can neither 
be great nor permanent. For although the 
influence of the Crown may have been di- 

miniſhed, that of the ariſtocracy ſeems to 


have been augmented. The weight taken 5 


from the Crown has not been transferred to 


the 


tat 


thepopulde ſcale, it has been added to | that 
bf the ; Nobility ; at leaſt; that body has 
| pained the preponderence, as recent events 
too plainly indicate. But to the Crown it 
may ſoon revert again; and, after every 
poſſible vibration of power, there it muſt 
ultimately reſt; unleſs the great weight be 
placed, where it ought to be, in the body 
of the people. Whether they have moſt to 
fear from the undue influence of a ſingle 
perſon, or that of a few individuals, is a 
queſtion which it is of little importance to 
determine. For it is manifeſt, that till an 
effectual barrier againſt both can be provided, 
the liberty of the Britiſh nation cannot be 
ſafe; and that barrier can only be found in 
a2 Houſe of Commons ſubſtantially reformed, 
and rendered a fair and free repreſentative 
of the people, | 


For that purpoſe, among other improve- 
ments, a melioration of Parliamentary Re- 
preſentation has been propoſed by the coun- 
ty of York, and by many other conſider- 
able diſtricts: But it is not the intention of 
the Yorkſhire Gentlemen, at leaſt as far as 
I am able to form any judgment of their in- 
mm to preſs for a perfe& equality of 

= repre- 


- - * 


—— 


8 N N 2 
* IE) — F n 
— — ———— a —— j Ü — nr 0 OT” 4 
Dee 7 ö MC 3 , Lon 
I — þ 2 a omogths > oo ot Geo” gy - . 
— — 


— * 
* 


2 


2 f 
BF 
_ $133 
: 
t T : 
3; 2 
k * | Ht . 
: | 
8 88 
* 
1 
N . 
g 5 Sat} 
c A's; it 
1 # 1 
4 i! 
+ : i. 
t 
1 
J * s - 
5 * | 
1 
1 
„ 18 
N 2 
. 
; 3: 1 
0 14 1 
4 | 1 
. 1 1 Ky 
114 
* 
b $1. + 
- * 
0 0 
I N L141 
{ 11 bp by 
14 14 * 4 1 
N 14 + 1 
N 1 * 
22 
0 +2 bf; 
14 11 
N 54 $1 
* . [ 1 
% 1 + 
A \ 2X 
1 . 
ty 1 
I f * 
; F Y "= 
= * 4 
T's * a} 
N 1 
- : Na. 
by it 
2 F $7 
(3 : 41. 
My 
i 
: 
I C14 
p 1 
{ 
x 1 
f 13 , 
n 
85 1 1 
4 : . 
4% Fx 15 
7 1 2 
: | W254 
h : 1 10 
N + | "$7 
* . 1 
7 . 
| Rt 
18189 
$4 ty it 
| | : 
: {ht 
= 1 
1-38: }; 
g þ 
G 73 + M 
11 5 
(> 1:5: $1 
. M $9 14 
Lg ; . 
} 4 284) : 
+ | 'F: : 13 
y , 
_ FE i! 
C 
4 44 
I „ $ 
7 ? 1 3 
3 141 
» . [4 : 
* M2 | 
1 is * 
' 17 
inn 
\ 15 
F : 
A WS: 
bo ts 7 
4 ii FY 
\ Fs : ' 
i : [34 
> = 
1 K 
7 ! 
] * 1 
5 2 13 
B * £ 
N i * 75 
E L; 
b 1 ** 7 
4 : : 
1 | * 
1 
LT : 
y * 
$ 
8 ? . N 
>; : : 
4 * 
In 15 
{ 
: 
by . 
54 
Þ 
8 
& 11 
. 
5 
ö 
. 
2 


| 
| 


* 4 


— 
— 2 © 


— — 2 
— OTE wo —— g 
A IE AGE 


— Wes — 


— — — « 


— 2 
4% 
— 


— — 


— —ñ—ĩ —— — . 


—— 


— — — 
— I ESI 


— 


— 


4, 
; 
* 
ö 
3 
wi 


il 


+ WM. $9 

tepreſentation, In the preſent circum- 
ſtances of the nation, they conceive the 
plan of univerſal ſuffrage is unfit to be re- 
commended ; neither likely to be attained 
by any regular or legal efforts of the people; 
nor, if it were eſtabliſhed, likely to be 
maintained and exerciſed in that purity and 
peace, which alone can render it a bleſſing 
to the community. Inſtead of attempting 
2 Reformation therefore, which, defenſible 
as it may be in theory, ſeems at preſent not 
fafely reducible to practice, they have been 
content to propoſe a more moderate change, 
of eaſier attainment, but effectual in their 
opinion to replace the rights and liberties 
of the nation in a ſtate of full and permanent 
ns woe tl 


Tt would not be difficult to name fifty 
Boroughs, in which a number of voters, 
Teſs than the tenth part of the freeholders of 
Yorkthire, return one hundred Members to 
Parliament. By disfranchiſing thoſe moſt 
obnoxious Boroughs, and adding an ade- 
quate number of Repreſentatives to the 
counties and principal towns, the antient 
balance in the ſyſtem of Englith repreſen- 
tation would be reſtored, without increaſing 


the 


ths. number of Englih Repreſentatives. 


This Reformation would be rendered till 
more effectual by a ſhorter duration of Par- 
liament, by the abolition of nominal ficti- f 
tious votes in Scotland, and the admiſſion 


| of copy holders to the right of ſuffrage in 


England. And if this plan of conſtitutional 
improvements ſhould be thought not fuffi- 
ciently comprehenſive, it ſeems by no means 
unreaſonable to preſume, that, from a 
Houſe of Commons thus conſtituted, the. 
correction of every other abuſe, the eſta · 
bliſhment of every other beneficial . regula- 
tion, might be readily obtained, by which 
the miſchiefs of deſpotic power on the one 
hand, and of faious and corrupt ſyſtem of 
Government on the other, ys be for ever 
excluded. 


Such were the general views of that very 


numerous and reſpectable Aſſembly of 


Gentlemen, held at Vork on December the 
19th laſt: and it is my firm belief, that if 
it had been then known to the Yorkſhire 
Gentlemen, that the right of election is 


| monopolized by a few 3 of a Coun- 


cil in almoſt every Borough in Scotland, 
their zeal for the liberty of their fellow- 


1 H 2 citizens 


2 1 
citizens would have prompted them, as far 


as the offer of their aſſiſtance might avail, 
to promote an application to 3 


from the unrepreſented Burgeſſes of scot- | 


land, for a proper extenſion of that-right. 


If the friends to a General Reform of Parlia- 
ment would be conſiſtent, they muſt ap- 
prove the redreſs of every local abuſe reſpect- 


ing repreſentation and the right of election; 
it muſt be their anxious wiſh that the rights 
of the Britiſh Conſtitution may be diſtri- 
buted with an equal and impartial hand in 
every part of the kingdom: and it is hoped 
the advocates for local Reformation will be 
found equally diſpoſed to ſupport the Gene- 
ral Plan Whenever it may be brought for 
ward. 


The petitions on this ſubject have hither- 
to conveyed to Parliament in general terms 
the c complaint of parliamentary grieyances 
from the Engliſh counties and cities, &c. 


whoſe purpoſe is, #0 avoid the introduction of 
any plan of Reformation into the Houſe of 


Commons, till the fate of Mr. Pitt's intended 
motion on the ſeventh of May ſhall be de- 


termined. If the efforts of that incompa- 


rable vendor ſhall be aun on that day, 
by 


\ 


} 


by a combination of men adverſe to the juſt 


claims of the people, that event ſurely 
ought not to diſcourage the Committee, or 
-lefſen their zeal in a purſuit ſo juſt and ne- 
. cefſary. On the contrary, it will afford an 
additional proof how much it behoves the 
nation to proſecute theſe claims with in- 
creaſing ardour; to concert and adopt a 
plan of- Reformation at once moderate and 
efficacious ; and to ſupport it in the ſuc- 
ceeding ſeſſion of Parliament by every means 


which can be deviſed, conſiſtent with law 


and the conſtitution, On that occaſion, 
perfect unanimity between the numerous 


friends of Parliamentary Reformation in all 


parts of the kingdom cannot be expected; 
but if they can be generally induced, by the 
obvious neceſſity for union, to act in con- 
cert, and with 'a mutual confidence, the 
joint and regular efforts of their Committees 
to promote the COMMON CAUsE can 
hardly fail to be crowned with final ſucceſs. 
J am, Sir, with great reſpect, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


c. WYVIEE 


Jahn Campbell, Eſq. Chairman of the 
re the Merchants of Stirling. 


A Gentle. 
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A Gentleman who Bas taken a very dif- 
tinguiſhed Part in the Buſineſs of Parlia- 
mentary Reform, received a Letter from 
an unknown Hand, under the Signature 


of ACHMET ; and being à Stranger 


to any other Means, the Gentleman has © 
adopted the follexin g Mode of communi=- 


eating his Sentiments to that Writer.” 


O N 


PARLIAMENTARY REFORM. 


* 


- > ACH ME x. 


1 


IX. 


HAVE been honoured with your Letter 
on the ſubject of Parliamentary Refor- 
mation; and I am happy to find my con- 
duct has been approved by a Gentleman 
whoſe zeal for the Reſtoration of our happy 
Conſtitution commands my reſpect and 
eſteem. ETD. 


1 am free to confeſs, however, that my 
ſentiments differ materially from yours,. re- 
garding 


I 
garding the practicability of adding to, or 
taking from the preſent ſyſtem of our Re- 
preſentation, You admit that Mr. W. 
Pitt's motion was as well calculated for thoſe 
purpoſes as any that could have been made. 
In this opinion I perfectly concur with you; 
at leaſt, I ſee not what more extenſive pro- 
poſition of reform could have been made 
with any proſpect of ſucceſs, or on any ſuf- 


ficient ground of popular declaration. But 
I cannot conclude, becauſe his firſt propoſal 


of a ſpecific Reform has failed, that his 
plan is therefore unattainable. 


Inn the year 1780, when the buſineſs of 


Parliamentary Reformation was firſt recom- 


mended to the Public by the Yorkſhire - 
Committee, it was thought a bold prope» 
ſition; and ſome perſons, who now would 


willingly puſh the people on to meaſures of 
a much wider extent than theirs, and big 
with hazard, as they conceive, .at that time 
kept aloof, and took no active part in pro- 


moting any Reformation. I mean not to 


cenſure thoſe Gentlemen, becauſe, though 


their conduct tends. not to encourage, but 10 
alarm and keeb back the other Counties w/o d 
clined joining the late Petitions, and therefore 
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(6.43. 
is not wiſely calculated to promote the co 
mon cauſe; yet I am fully perſuaded their 


conduct proceeds from the beſt and pureſt 


intentions. But I mention this circum- 
ſtance to prove how much the ſpirit of Re- 
formation has advanced in this capital; and 


though the Vorkſhire Committee are not 


diſpoſed to go forward to the full extent of 
univerſal ſuffrage, yet the ſafe but ſubſtan» 
tial improvements to which their original. 
Aſſociation pointed, have gradually gained 
the approbation of a great majority of inde- 
pendent men in Vorkſhire, and in other 


parts of the kingdom. Similar ſentiments 


are alſo beginning to prevail in many Coun- 
ties, lately much averſe to any political Re- 
formation; and undoubtedly, as the object 
of purſuit appears more likely to be attain- 
ed, and its value is better underſtood, the 


ardour of the Public will be eee. 


increaſed. 8 

On the firſt agitation of ſo. important a 
queſtion, 149 Members compoſe, in my 
opinion, a very reſpectable Minority in Par- 
liament; they are reſpectable in point of 


number; they are reſpectable from their 


own weight of property, and from the im- 


portance 


6 
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portance of the diſtricts which many of 
them repreſent z and ſtill more reſpectable 
from the great and dignified characters 
which are found among them. In the 
diſtinguiſhed liſt, the names of Mr: 
Pitt and Mr. Fox, Lord J. Cavendith, Sit 
George Savile, Lord Surrey, Mr., Dun- 
combe, Mr. Anderſon Pelham, and the 
Members of the City of London, will be 
obſerved with pride and ſatisfaction. A 
corrupt Miniſter, backed by a train of venal 
adherents, has, indeed, been able to baffle 
their virtuous efforts: But the men of ho- 
nour, the friends of the Conſtitution, for 
ſuch I confeſs there were who voted againſt 
the meaſure, muſt be aſhamed to join that 
deſpicable crew. They concurred with the 
noble Lord in rejecting Mr. Pitt's motion, 
not ' becauſe they diſapproved the propoſi-- 
tions themſelves, but becauſe they appre- 
hended conceſſion in that inſtance would 
open a door to new and dangerous demands. 
This was the principal objection to the 
meaſure ;/ but it behoves the people to con- 
vince the worthy Members alluded to, that 
their apprehenſions were ill- founded; 
behoves them to a&t-with prudence as well 
as with wm and to ſupport with ſteady 
31 uniformity 


ST 

uniformity a moderate but efficacious Plan of 
Reformation. In that caſe it ſurely will not 
be too much to hope, that honeſt and inde- 
pendent men may be generally gained over 
to the Common Cauſe ; and then a diſſo- 
lation of Parliament, or a Coalition more 
favourable to the public intereſt than the 
preſent, would turn the ſcale completely on 
the ſide of Reformation. 


On the whole, whether we conſider the 
progreſs of popular zeal for the Conſtitution, 
or the number and weight of thoſe men by 
whom the meaſure of Reformation was 
ſupported in Parliament, there are ſolid rea- 
ſons for expecting that perſeverance on the 
ground of Aſſociations will at laſt prevail. 


Impreſſed as I am with theſe ſentiments, 
there is nothing I. more ſincerely deprecate, 
than any ,material change of meaſures by 
the popular meetings. Their propoſitions 
for meliorating the repreſentation of the 
people, and for ſhortening the duration of 
Parliaments, are practicable, and effential 
in my opinion to the preſervation of our li- 
berties. Without them no laſting good can 
be done, no effectual ſtand can be made 


againſt 


- T1 


againſt corruption and the power. of the 


Crown. New proplitions would only tend 
to miſlead the people from their true in- 
tereſt, and waſte their efforts in purſuits, 
where ſucceſs would be wholly impro- 
bable, and at the ſame time inadequate to 
the grand purpoſe of conſlitutional ſecurity, 


The Propoſitions ſuggeſted in your letter, 
appear to me by no means ſo feaſible as thoſe 
recommended by Mr. Pitt, and they are 


liable to great and perhaps inſuperable ob- 


jections. To revive elections for the Bo- 
roughs by the frecholders i in each ſhire, at 
their reſpective county courts, would nearly 
annihilate the commercial intereſt in Parlia- 
ment. To re- -eſtabliſh the claims of lords 


of manors, with courts baron, under Magna 


Charta, would render the Houſe of Com- 


mons, not, what it ought to be, a fair re- 


preſentative of the people, but a mere Ari- 
{tocratical aſſembly. As to the Act of Par- 
liament that vacates a ſeat on the accept- 
ance of a place, any attempt to put a more 
rigid conſtruction upon it than at preſent 
obtains, would be quaſhed at once by Par- 
liament, or the Courts of Juſtice. The 
addition of a fourth branch to the Legita- 
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[ 6 ] 
ture ſeems to be clearly impracticable, and 
at the ſame time highly inconvenient, if it 


were poſſible that ſuch a meaſure could be 
carried. oe 7 | 


If I am right in theſe opinions, I truſt, 
Sir, you will join with me in wiſhing that 
the petitioners for a Reform in Parliament 
may never quit the ground which has been 
taken ; but may perſevere with firmneſs and 
ſpirit, till they have obtained he repeal of 
the ſeptennial bill; a reinforcement of the 
ſound part of the conſtitution, by an addi- 
tion of Members to the capital, the counties, 
and the great unrepreſented towns; and, if 
poſſible, by an adequate abolition of the rot- 
ten Boroughs. 55 


I have only to add, that where my 
opinions do not meet the ſentiments you 
have adopted, I hope you will believe 
the difference proceeds not from a ſpirit 
of diſputation, but from an honeſt adhe- 
rence to conviction, on the moſt atten- 
tive conſideration I have been able to give to 

the ſubje&t. I am, Sir, 

Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


b C . W. 
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| To Lirvr. Coz. SHARMAN, &e, 


«SIR, : 


HAVE received a * ſigned by 


the Secretary of 45 corps of Volun- 
teers of Ulſter, deſiring my opinion con- 


cerning a Reform of the repreſentation of 
the Commons in Parliament, may be tranſ- 
mitted to you for the information of the 


committee appointed by the n, of 
thoſe reſpectable bodies. 2 


From the firſt 1 moment of that queſ- 
tion's being agitated in England, I have in- 
variably held one opinion, as to the right 
of repreſentation in theory, as founded on 
one plain propoſition, vig. to be free is to 
be ſelf- governed, and vice verſa. | There- 
fore every man muſt either vote in perſon 
or by his repreſentative, in making thoſe 
laws which are to affect his life, n 
and property. 


c I am very ready to admit, however, 
the polkbilicy of our being obliged to relin- 


Ku 
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quiſh in practice, what ſeems perfect in 
theory ; and on that account, I have joined 
in ſome aſſociations here, for a reformation 
which I think far from complete, but the 
beſt plan in which a ſufficient number of 
perſons were ready to Join, ſo as to give us 
any 1 of ſucceſs. | 


Li» In the Gbr queries contained in the 
letter to me, there are ſome which depend 
on local circumſtances, which I am not 
ſuthciently acquainted with to be able to 
give fo direct and explicit an anſwer as I 
could wiſh ; I therefore think it is beſt to 
give you a brief account of the plan I wiſh. 
to ſee adopted in England, and afterwards 
to encloſe you a ſeparate paper containing 
each query, and the beſt anſwer to it which 
J find myſelf 3 to give. 


« My 8 plan for this country, to 
ſecure a repreſentation tolerably equal, and 
to make as little alteration in the preſent 
mode, as our ſecurity will admit, is as 
follows: 


cc Let 


e 4 


% Let the counties and cities remain juſt 


as they are at preſent. 


&« Let the counties be divided into four 


or more claſſes, according to their impor- 


tance in the national ſcale, conſidering their 
population, agriculture and manufactures. 


« Let each return from four to ten or 
twelve burgeſſes, making in the whole the 


ſame number of members as at preſent. 


Nee Let every man paying ſcot and lot have 
a vote for burgelies. 


& Let the poll be taken on 3 certain day 


in every pariſh, before the pariſh-officers 


and principal inhabitants. 


Let the conſtable witneſs the poll, and 
attend the Sheriff on a certain day, who, 
aſſiſted by ſuch magiſtrates as may chuſe to 


attend, 1s to caſt up the ſame, and make 
the return. 


Las "WF foregoing ſeems to me to be clear 
of all objection, as it disfranchiſes nobody; 
| but 
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but only reſtores to liberty ſuch 4 as are now 


unjuſtly disfranchiſcd ; 


man out of his pariſh, remgyes, the only 
9 objeRion to frequent elections. 


and as it takes no 


I am with great regard, " 


'S1n, 
SIR, * 
b 


2 55 4 | f 'F ; 
Your moſt obedient 1 


humble ſervant, 


Aug. 13th, 1783. 
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ob x beg to obſerve that no argu- 


ment has ever yet been produced in fa- 


vour of a ſeven years Parliament, which 


is not e good for one of ſeven⸗ 


teen years,” 
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1 Would defrenchif adidas but 1 would 
thoſe who are at pre/ent 
unjuſtly disfranchyſed, a participation of liber- 
ty with the reſt of their country. By con- 
ſolidating the boroughs, and all other houſe- 


| holders, every man would be 3 
by at * Jan members. 


#4 


Harty 170 * Query. The er of 
members I take to be a matter of indiffe- 
rence, provided they are amply ſufficient to 
attend to all the local bufingſe, and not too 


many ſit and debate in one chamber. If any 


corrupt connexion is apprehended between 


the repreſentative Body and the Crown, it 


is the ſhort duration of Parliaments and not 


the number of members aur nuf prevent 
or cure that evil. „ 


Anfooer to 3d Query. The objection al- 


luded to 1s, that as now two great families 


K endeavour 
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other method of voting, and it was upon 


by 2 
endeavour to return the two county Mem- 
bers, the ſame would be done by ſix fami- 


lies were there fix members. I ſhould think 


it probable, in ſuch a caſe, that the two 
moſt powerful of thoſe families would re- 


turn four of the Members, and four fami- 


lies next in power would compromiſe for 
two; and thus the ſix united would totally 
throw; out thoſe unconnected with them. 
This conſideration would determine me to 


leave We hg 1 untouched. 


28 13% 

Klages 475 Eye I think want 
not incapable through infancy, inſanity, or 
criminal conduct, has a right to the fran- 
chife of. being repreſented; but I cannot 
entertain a moment's doubt, in reſpect of 


thoſe who bear the PRIN nenn 


x © 1 4 a 6 


Adee zo &th Pry 1 ve think it 
Md be not wiſe to have the members re- 
turned by ballot; but as I muſt candidly 
own, ſome of the beſt men in this country 


are of a different opinion, I will briefly 


give you the reaſon for mine. I had an op- 
portunity ſome years ago, of learning how 
a ballot might be as ecafily abuſed as any 


| the 


rc 6 1 
the following occaſion: The kingdom of 
Sweden, it is well known, has in the pre- 
ſent century enjoyed about fifty years of a 
free government; during which time, they 
collected the votes in their diet by ballot. 
When a Member was bribed, whole pro- 
miſe the briber did not chuſe to rely on, it 
was the cuſtom for him to write on the ſame 
paper with his vote, ſome word or ſentence 
agreed on; by which it was known whe- 
ther he had earned his wages or not. To 
prevent this, a law is made, that if any ſuch 
mark appeared in future, the vote ſhould 
be null and void. 
In the year 1769, I was witneſs of a 
ſtrong conteſt for the choice of a land mar- 
ſhall; when among other exertions of each 
party, bribery and corruption were not for- 
got; but as the law above-mentioned pre- 
vented the old method, they took the fol- 
lowing; inſtead of deſiring any one to vote 
for the favourite candidate, each manager 
applied to the ſuppoſed friends of the op- 
poſite ſide, and gave them money to deſtroy 
their own vote; by which, though they 
could not encreaſe their own numbers, they 


could diminich the number of their adver- 
$2 ſaries. 
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ſaries. It is eaſy to conceive nutnberleſs 
other contrivances, which, 2% znown, will 
ſet ve to evade any gas that en be 
made. : a 5: 1 * N 1 ITY " 1 _ 1 | 
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But Plan a much ſtronger reaſon againſt 


ballots. It is not merely influence, but ſerret 


intelligence, that I dread, For ſo long as 
riches or power can confer any favours or 
benefits; and fo long as good ment ſhall 
poſſeſs gratitude, knaves avarice, or fools 
pride,” fo long influence will exiſt. © But 
while that is brought to light by open vot- 
ing in the face of our country, it appears to 
me in a leſs formidable light, than if it 
worked in the dark, where I could neither 
ſee the Wente or enen. of N danger. | 


FW: {0 6th "AC I think a triennial 
Parliament the longeſt that can be any ways 
conſiſtent with the idea of any controul in 
the conſtituent over his repreſentatiye. In- 
deed any fixed duration beyond the ſeſſion 
to which Parliament is called by the King's 
writ, is granting an independence to the re- 
preſentative for that term, and ſo far making 
that branch of the legiſlature an ariſlocratic 
body. 

| Anſwer 
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An wer to mth Qyery. As I cannot ſup» 
"poſe it pofſible that any gentleman has either 
prtocured his on return with a view to ſell 


his vote, or taken money to procure the re- 


turn of another man, I am at a loſs to ac- 


J count for A pecuniary” claim in amende for a 


property mn the lives and liberty of a people 
who call themſelves ſo free, that they aſſert 


. negro flave does ipſo facto obtain his liberty 


3 ſetting his foot among them. If, how- 


ever, by any former miſtaken notions, ſuch 
a thing could have happened; ; if any gen- 
tleman has really given a few thouſands 


more than the true value of an eſtate, on 


account of a ſuppoſed privilege annexed to 
it; or if a poor Member of a corporation 


would by the propoſed reform really believe 
that he was unjuſtly deprived of an octen- 
nial twenty pounds, 'T ſhould think that 
equity might, at the interceſſion of liberali- 
ty, ſo far relax the ſeverity of her rules, as 
to permit a ſufficient ſum to be diſtributed 


in ſecret ſervice money, to prevent the general 


joy from being interrupted by any murmurs 
of ſorrow or diſcontent. 


, Anſwer 


a 
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An ſewer to 8th Query. In all the foregdin ug 8 A 
queſtions I have conſidered What I wiſhed? 
to be eſtabliſhed hete, as equally applicable 

to Ireland ; and have reſetved to this i V 
my obſervations on the only very material 
difference which ſtrikes me in the ſituation 
of the two countries as to their repreſenta- 
tion. The very extenſive line I draw "= 
this country may appear dangerous in Ire 
_ 1111 land, on account of the great proportion of 
| 1 ö Roman Catholics in that kingdom, and 
N renders it neceſſary for me here to make a > | 
| FI! ſhort obſervation on that ſubject. A Papiſt iN 
1 is not dangerous becauſe he prays to Saints, 
Wi but becauſe he ſets up a foreign juriſdiction, 
= Ak paramount to our laws, TI will-never fight 
with my fellow-citizen, becauſe we cannot 
agree whether a wench in a white ſheet, be 
a ſacrament or a ceremony; I will only, as 
a good Chriſtian ought, pray to God to | 
pardon him all his errors, and me all mine. 
But, if he will go about to overturn the 
Proteſtant ſucceſſion, or any other ſecurity 
for the liberties of my country, I will, as it 
is my duty, oppoſe him to the laſt drop of 
my blood. On theſe principles we have in 
England, very juſtly, as I think, relaxed in 

the 
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the ſcverity of our Penal Laws; and I hope 


theiday is not far diſtant, When bigotry ſhall 


have given way to common ſenſe, and our 


religious opinions be all reconciled to one 


plain truth, that to outrage the firſt laws 


of as and Reaſon, cannot be to ſerve 
God. 105 1 7 


I's wh | * 7 1 q 1 

Ho far the fituation N of Ireland in this 
reſpeck may, or may not warrant what we 
have done, can only be determined by thoſe 


who have the opportunity of knowing the 
numbers and the inclinations of the Roman 


Catholics 3 how far the influence of their 


clergy operates upon them; what ſecurity 


they have given or will give for maintain- 
ing the conſtitution, On theſe circum- 


ſtances muſt depend the anſwer to the firſt 


part of this Queſtion. As to the ſecond 
part of it, vig. the Steps to be taken,” 


none appear to me more eligible than thoſe 
we have adopted by county Committees of 


Correſpondence, to endeavour to fix on the 
Principal points. 


If the friends of "I: then move Par- 
liament to confider of the preſent ſtate of 
Repreſentation, it will appear to every man 
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| i ſo unequal, that there can remain no doubt 


but that the juſtice and propriety, I may 
add the neceſſity of a Reform, will be obs 
vious, and conſequently with general, oon 
ſent adopted. The mode of Reform com- 
ing from Parliament, will give ſatisfaction 
to thoſe who (having in ſome points differed |» 
from other Committees, and thinking their 
opinions equally fit to be 3 will 
readily ſubmit to ſuch * "4 


*4 


If I have not given fo cxalp a ag I deſired 
my ideas upon a ſubje& I have ſo much at 
heart, I hope you will attribute it' to my 
want of ability, and not to any want of in- 
clination to convince you of the truth with 
which 


* F/* : 
k * « 


I have the honour to be, 
Your moſt obedient, and | 


humble Servant; 


2 EFFINGHAM. 
Peckham. 


To 


* 


Rox gl 


To 2 cer. 8 1 A R MAN, &c. 


41 * * 4 


N ** letter ich I yeſterday did my- 
ſelf the honour of addrefling to you, [ 
ſtated, in very. general terms, my ideas 
reſpecting a reform in your Repreſentation, 


and the means of effecting it. In this 1 
| propoſe, to ſubmit to your conſideration 


ſome unconnected obſervations, in explana- 


tion or confirmation of the opinions I have 


already advanced—truſting that your re- 
ſpectable Committee will receive with can- 
dour what I ſhall offer with integrity of 


purpoſe, 


I am very ſenſible that you have difficul- 


ties to ſtruggle with peculiar to your coun- 
try—others, which are common to both 
countries; but none, thank Heaven, which 


can be eſteemed unſurmountable when we 
reflect upon THE PAST. 


The plan of univerſal Repreſentation, 
by a new arrangement into diſtricts, each 
L | diſtrict 
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diſtrict electing one member, I own, I 
think is by far the moſt praQticable Plan 
that can be propoſed, © The addreſs. of the 
Delegates of the Ulſter Regiment aſſerts, 
that the right of being governed. only by 


Jaws of his own making is the birth-right 


of Man ;—a propoſition equally true, whe- 
ther the terms of it be applied to nations, 


or the individuals of n ey, are com- 


poſed. 


Conteſted elections generally ariſe from 


diſputes concerning qualifications, which 


can never be ſtated in ſo definite a manner, 
when any degree of property is eſtabliſhed 


as a requiſite, without miniſtring matter 


for innumerable perjuries and endleſs alter- 
_ cations, 


It is impoſſible to conceive that voters 
in general will put themſelves to the ex- 
pence and trouble of travelling from one 
fide of an extenſive county to the other, to 
give their ſuffrage without ſome compenſa- 
tion. Laws to prevent - bribery or corrup- 
tion in ſuch circumſtances, have always 
hitherto been evaded, and thus have encreaſed 


the evils they are intended to remedy. A 


lav 


U 


ll 


county members, the difficulties are en- 


33 
law made to prevent the Candidate from 
bearing the expences of an Elector inhabit- 


ing the extremity of Yorkſhire, to the place 
of Election, will either be eluded, or operate 
as a-disfranchiſement. The utmoſt exertion 


of human intelle& cannot invent a method 


of taking the ſuffrages of an extenſive 


county, which is not liable to ſtrong ob- 
If you enereaſe the number of 


creaſed: a . diviſion” of the larger counties 


into diſtricts appears therefore neceſſary, 


whatever be the plan of Reform you ſhall 
think proper to adopt, with reſpect t to the 
Aualißcations of the voters. 


: 4 ! 


1 intel Wine plan than what has 


been hinted be adopted, it will be prudent 
to leave the matter open for poſterity to 


improve upon it, if they judge proper. — 
We know not what is really impracticable 
before trial—we' have ſeen what Ireland has 
effected in leſs than four years. The ob- 
jections to the plan of the Duke of Rich- 
mond and Major Cartwright, and the ap- 
prehenfions which many entertain of dan- 
ger, from admitting Roman Catholics to 
the entire rights of Citizenſhip, may ap- 
| L 2 | pear 
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pear ſcarcely worthy of a moment's cen- 
fideration at no very diſtant period. 


Unanimity is certainly moſt deſirable 
but there are two ſorts of unapimity ;—one 
which conſiſts in blindly following the 


dictates of a few ;—the other is the reſult 


of calm and diſpaſſionate enquiry into the 
real relations of things. 1 allow on one 
fide, that it would be imprudent to aim at 
eſtabliſhing more than what will meet with 
general concurrence: on the other, I main- 
tain, that many preſent prejudices may na- 


turally be expected to give way, when a 
fair appeal is made to the underſtandings 


of men, and truth is held forth to public 
view, by characters who juſtly poſſeſs the 


confidence of the People. The generous 


ſentiments of the Ulſter Volunteers reſpect- 
ing religious toleration, diffuſed them- 
ſelves with rapidity inconceiveable through 
the breaſts of millions, and I truſt, that 
they will ſee their fair example followed by 
more than half the European world. 1 
will only further obſerve upon this point. 
that unleſs enough be done to render the 
true intereſt of the country predominant in 
he Houſe of Commons. — nothing is done. 


It 
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It appears to me, that you will lead the 
way in the great point of parliamentary 
reformation. - Next to yourſelves Scotland 


appears moſt in earneſt. It is therefore on 
many accounts that I wiſh you may be able 
to effect your purpoſe. Your ſucceſs will 
greatly facilitate the eſtabliſhment of a 
ſimilar reform in this kingdom. I truſt, 


that our Committees will - emulate. your 
generoſity and candour, and by inviting and 
cultivating a free and open correſpondence, 
avail themſelves of whatever light the 
friends of liberty in Scotland and Ireland 
may be able to ſuggeſt. J have ſent in- 


Cloſed two of your own addreſſes, with a 
reſolution of our Society for conſtitutional 


information at the head of them. May the 
ſpirit they breathe contribute towards the 
rekindling of that flame of liberty, which 
once was wont to burn with ſo bright a 


luſtre in the breaſts of Engliſhmen ! 


I have alſo taken the liberty to incloſe the 
report of the Weſtminſter Sub committee, 
reſpecting an annual, equal, and univerſal 
repreſentation of the Commons of England, 
my own addreſs to the Frecholders of 
Middleſex, and ſome other tracts which ſtate 

. | with 


{ 7 
with better arguments than I can urge, the 
objections to the leſs extenſive plans that 
have been propoſed in this kingdom. 
Among theſe the letter of Mr. Batley to 
the Rev, Mr. Wyvill, reſpecting the inex- 
pediency of adding an Hundred county 
members, appears well worthy of peruſal. 


I attended cloſely to the debates of your 
Parliament, when Mr. Grattan and Mr, 
Yelverton firſt propoſed their motions in the 
Houſe of Commons. I ſaw the force of 
influence, and I deſpaired. The Volunteer 
ſpirit aroſe, and Ireland was emancipated 
from its chains! A new Parliament may 
contain a greater number of real friends'to 
freedom; but an incutable vice is inherent in 
its conſtitution. If it be left to Parliament 
to form a plan, the ſcheme will infallibly 
be defeated. T he ariſtocratic intereſt united 
with the regal, like a blight from the Eaſt; 
will afſuredly blaſt every hope of harveſt 
While you retain the mattef in your own 
hands, you cannot fail of effecting, under 
| providence, the permanent falvation of 
your Country. At the enſuing meeting it 
may be agreed how far the exerciſe of 'the 
right of ſuffrage ſhould extend; a general 

outline 


(1 _ 
outline of a plan may be drawn for a divi- 
fion of the counties into diſtrits—the diſ- 
franchiſement of ſome boroughs, and the 
transferring the right of electing Members to 
more populous townſhips may be propoſed ; 
and the moſt material regulations reſpecting 
the taking of the ſuffrages of the electors 
pointed out. At an adjourned meeting you 
will be able to judge how far Parliament 
has complied with the wiſhes of the People. 
The reſolves and inſtructions of your con- 
ſtituents will give ſuflicient weight and au- 
thörity to your proceedings at ſuch a period. 


Once more requeſting your favourable 
indulgence, and with my heattieſt good 
wiſhes for the ſucceſs of a meaſure, in the 
event of which, the cauſe of public virtue, 


of civil and religious liberty is ſo deeply 


intereſted, 


I remain your obedient ſervant, 


JOHN JEBB. 


Brighthelmſtine, 14th Aug. 1783. 
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To LIEUr. Cor. SHARMAN, Chairman 
of the COMMITTEE of CorResPon- 
DENCE, appornted by the Forty Jive Vo- 
lunteer Corps aſſembled at LI fourn, on the 


Firſt Jug, 1783. 


81 R. | 
1 THINK myſelf greatly honoured by 
the letter addreſſed to me, in the name 
of the Committee of which you are Chair- 
man. It is indeed with a ſatisfaction not 
to be expreſſed, I find that the people of 
Ireland, after reſcuing their trade and their 
legiſlature from the oppreſſion of a ſiſter 
kingdom, are now undertaking to reſcue 
themſelves from an internal oppreſſion, 
no leſs inconſiſtent with liberty. The 
occaſion is great, and the undertaking 
important and arduous in the higheſt de- 
gree. Should they be bleſt with ſucceſs, 
they will kave compleated their own hap- 
pineſs, and exhibited an example which 
will for ever ſhine in the annals of man— 
kind. The ſubjoined paper & will ſhew that 
I have 


8 To the aſſociated V OLUNTEERS of IRELAND. 


A native of England, but a citizen of the world, and a 
warm friend to univerſal liberty, copgratulates them with 
| great 


4 
I have been for ſome time wiſhing they 
would carry their views to this obſe&. It 
was ſhewn to Mr. Grattan above a year ago, 
and written when the Duke of Richmond; 
the Earl of Shelburne, Lord Camden, Mr. 
Pitt, and other friends to a Parliamentary 


M IDSA Reform, 


great CatisfaQtion, cher ſucceſs in obtaining, without 
bloodſhed, that precious blefling for which torrents of blood 
have been ſhev in America; and, rejoicing in their emanci- 
pation, he wiſhes to propoſe to them the following queries : 

1ſt. Having ſeized the favourable opportunity which the 
war with America has offered them, ſhould they not be 
anxious about improving it to the utmoſt, from a conviction 
that ſuch another opportunity may never offer icfelf ? 

_ 2dly. Having ſucceeded in gaining external liberty, 
ſhould it not be their next concern to gain internal liberty ? 
And while they want the latter, can they poſſeſs any juſt 
ſecurity for the former? 

3dly. Is not a free and equal repreſentation eſſential to 
the internal liberty of a kingdom? | 

Athly. Is Ireland poſſeſſed of ſuch a repreſentation Or 
is not, on the contrary, a vaſt majority of its Houſe of Com- 
mons choſen; not by the people, (but as in England) by a 
few Grandees and Beggars ? | 

6thly. By eſtabliſhing an equal repreſentation, may not 
the people of Ireland do their ſiſter kingdom a moſt im- 
portant ſervice, by provoking its emulation, and rendering 
it aſhamed of its own corrupt and mock repreſentation ? 

' Gthly. Have they not reaſon to expect, from the liberali- 
ty of the new Miniſters, and the endeavours. which ſome of 
them are now uſing to gain an equal repreſentation of 
England, that they will rejoice to ſee this work undertaken 
in Ireland, and give it their encouragement and ſupport? 

Laſtly. 


1 82 ] 
Reform, were in power. We are now go- 
verned by an odious Coalition, formed be- 
tween Whigs and the Conductors of the late 
war, to gratify ambition and party rage by 


cenſuring the Peace. "Theſe united parties 


are, in general, hoſtile to Reformation; and 
this will make it more difficult for the 


people of Ireland to ſucceed in their views; 


but nothing can be difficult th a people deter- 
mined to recover their, rights—1 F UNA- 
NIMOUS AND FIRM, —The motive 
eommonly urged to check ſuch exertions, 


* not to diſturb what is quiet, would 


prevent all improvements, and perpetuate- 
| darkneſs and ſlavery amongſt mankind: It 


would, in particular, had it influenced in 


America, have prevented the Revolution in 
favour of the rights of mankind; which has 


lately taken place there; and had it influ- 
enced Ireland, it would have prevented that 
emancipation of which has been lately fo hap- 


pily 


Laſtly, Is it not therefore almoſt certain, that the Vo- 
junteers and Patriots of Ireland vill eaſily ſucceed in this 
undertaking, if they fet themſelves to it with that glorious 
zeal which they have hitherto difcovered, and by which they 
have exhibited to the world an example of public ſpirit and 
virtue ſcarcely ever before known, and which muſt render 
them the admiration of future ages? ? Jh. 1782. 


„ 
pily effected. The bleſſings of legitimate 


Government, and a free Conſtitution, are in- 


| eſtimable. Too much cannot be ſacrificed to 


gcquire them; and no country has acquired 
them where the body of the people, equally 
and fairly repreſented, have not the chief 


| ſhare in the powers of Government. 


I can by no means pretend to that degree 
of information and knowledge, which is 
neceſſary to enable me to give any proper 
anſwer to the queries contained in your 
letter; and the ſhortneſs of the time be- 
tween this and the 2oth of Auguſt, to- 
gether with the diſſipated ſtate I am now 


in at Brighthelmſtone, will not allow me 


to be very full and explicit. The Com- 
mittee will therefore, I hope, accept the 


following general obſervations, as the beſt 


reply to their queries that I can at N. 
give: 


The principles of civil liberty require, that 
every independent agent in a State (that is, 


every one who can be ſuppoſed to have a 


will and judgment of his own) ſhould have 
a vote in the choice of his Governors. — 


But it has been ſeldom practicable to ex- 


'M 2 N tend 
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tend the right of voting fo far. In Ame- 


rica, where new forms of government are 


eſtabliſhed more liberal than any the 
world has yet ſeen, this right is limited tg 


perſons who pay taxes and poſſeſs property. 
Perhaps it may not be prudent in Ireland to 


go even this length. In theſe caſes, to avoid 
the danger of loſing all by aiming at too 


much, the attempts of enlightened men 
ſhould þe governed by a regard to what 
is moſt practicable, conſidering preſent 
circumſtances, and the attachment which 
always preyails in'a country to old eſtabliſh- 
ments. In England I have wiſhed, that 


the friends of reformation had confined their 


views at preſent to the extenſion of the right 
of voting to Copyholders, and Leaſeholders 
and the ſubſtitution of a hundred knights for 
counties in the room of a hundred members 


for boroughs. This, though in theory un- 


ſpeakably too little, would have been a very 


important reform; and leſs than this, I 


have not thought much worth contending 
for. The people in Ireland are more alive, 
and therefore, probably much more may 
be attempted there with ſpeceſs. But how 
much more I am not qualified to ſay. Sup- 


poſe the right of voting was extended to 


all 


( $F ! 


all who poſſeſs property of a certain value, 


and every county divided into fax diſtricts, 
each of which ſhould chuſe one Repreſen- 
tatiye, leaving the, remaining Repreſenta- 
tives to be choſen by the largeſt towns and 


boroughs. Would this be too great an ob- 


ject? Is it too much to be undertaken with- 
out deſtroying unanimity ? 


The duration of Parliaments ſeems a 
point of leſs conſequence. If choſen by the 
People at large, they will be ſhort; for it is 


impoſſible that a People ſhould not ſee that 
the long poſſeſſion of power will corrupt, 
and that their ſecurity againſt the abuſe of 


power depends on keeping their Repre- 
ſentatives in a conſtant ſtate of dependence 
and e ne 


If, on the contrary, Parliaments are not 
choſen by the people, ſhortening their du- 
ration will be no remedy. They will not on 
thisaccount be leſs uſurpationsand mockeries. 


Annual Parliaments ſeem to me pre ferable 
to Parliaments of any longer duration; not 
only becauſe they keep the Repreſentative 
Body more ſubje& to the controul of its 
; conſti- 
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conſtituents, but alſo becauſe being choſen 
more frequently they will be choſen more 
of courſe, and with leſs tumult and riot. 

There ſeems to be no reaſon for changing 
the number of the Repreſentative Body in 
Ireland. ; 

I am ſo much an enemy to perſecution 
that I cannot help wiſhing the right of vot- 
ing could be extended toPapiſts who poſſeſs 
property in commion with Proteſtants. It is 
unjuſt to depriye any, man of-his Rights on 
account of his religion, unleſs ſelf-defence 
makes it abſolutely neceflary. The danger 


from Papiſts is perhaps more produced by 


the Penal Laws againſt them, than by their 
religion. Theſe detach them from the reſt 
of the community, give them a ſeparate in- 
tereſt, and male them enemies, Why 
ſhould not a Papiſt be attached to the li- 
berties of his country as well as a Proteſtant, 


if he is allowed to ſhare in them? In truth, 


a country which allows him no rights, he 
cannot reckon bis country. It is nothing 
to him whether it is enſlaved or free; nor 
can he care what becomes of it. 


If 


1 * 1 


If uy is any — for the evil which 
occaſions the objection againſt increaſing the 
number of Members for counties, it is that 
extenſion of the right of voting and diviſion 
of counties into, diſtricts which I have 
mentioned. 


The proprietors of the enſlaved boroughs 
do not ſeem, in reaſon, entitled to a com- 
penſation, becauſe they hold them by uſur- 
pation and a kind of robbery. It ſeems, 
however, neceſſary, that a compenſation 
ſhould be allowed—and it would, I ſup- 
poſe, be. allowed in England were the rotten 
boroughs disfranchiſed. The neceſſity. of 
aboliſhing ſuch boroughs, I think, very ap- 
parent. There cannot be worſe nuiſances 
in a State. . | 

| is e 

41 am ſenſible, Sit, of the great imper- 
fection of theſe remarks, and muſt rely on 
the candour of the Committee. Indeed 
they have done me too much honour by 
ſuppoſing me capable of adviſing them. 
From the Duke of Richmond, Mr. Pitt, 
&c. they may receive advice that will be 
more worth their attention, But there is 


on 
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no one whoſe heart and wiſhes are mons 
with them. May Heaven grant them ſac- 


ceſs ! and way ihe example of Ireland in- 
fluence this ee ſhame it to 


imitation. | 


we e 142 
Wich all poffible week, 
i am, Sit, | 
Jour moſt obedient and bundle ſervant; 
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P. 8. elssd is peculiarly ſituated in 


two reſpects. A great majority of the in- 


habitants are Papiſts; 3 and. a diſtribution. of 
property, more une qual. than! in England or 


C5 
America, ſubjects them more to ariſtocratic 


tyranny. I have hinted, as a remedy for the 


former inconvenience, the admiſſion of 
Papiſts to equal rights; but there may be 
ſtronger objeQtions to BS: than I am a- 


Ware of, ITY HO > he 


Tide and liberty, will, it is to be hoped, 
in time, . diffuſe property .more in Ireland, 
and produce a leſs ung qual. diſtribution 
of it. 
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Firn pIx HIN Ts to the Commits 
"of PARLIAMENTARY REFORMA- 
_ TION in FIREEAND. 
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r 
e 
HAVE juſt now 8 with b 
ſutis faction the Duke of Richmond's 
truly admirable, and in my opinion, un- 
anſwerable Letter to Col. Sharman of the 
Liſburne Volunteers. My own ideas on this 


important ſubje& have the honour, as far as 


they go, to coincide with his Grace's gene- 
ral At PZ and decifive Plans. 


The enclosed Thoughts, thrown out in 
conſequence of Dr.-Price's Letter, after fo 
elaborate a performance as the noble 
_ Writer's, muſt appear to great diſadvantage ; 
but, as we ſee objects in different points of 


view, ſome new Argument or uſeful Hint 
may ariſe in the moſt caſual and imperfect 


Production of men who are uſed to think 


= \ N 2 4 
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for — Of H gt Neg Fe non es 


The 


The rights which our Seieckin Creator 
made. inherent in, and unalienable from, 
our nature, as free, moral agents, cannot 


lawfully by any delegated authority be 


taken from us, or granted to us. It is 
therefore giving up the. point of Right to 
petition uſurped Powers for the exerciſeof 


touch Rights. It involves groſs abſurdities 


and contradictions, i in making the phior Iric 
original Right to depend upon the auth Nl 
rity which is ſubordinate. and derived, and 
the natural Powers Which belong to all men. 
to be at < diſpoſal of a W o ech 


Pr. Price, i in this Letter, Ss to ue 98 
faken his old ground of general Principles, 
to offer incenſe to expedience, and reſign 


the great Body of the People a ſacriſice to 


the intereſt and the ſafety of an Ariſtocracy. 


Frem the elevated Philoſopher and Patriot 
he appears to fink into the State Partiaan, 
when on the greateſt occaſion - that could 
fatter the liberal mind; and elevate the ideas, 
he ſtoops to adopt the ſelfiſh maxims of par · 
tial Reformation in this corrupt and ſlaviſh 


- "kingdom, ts apply them to an armed nation, 
able to perfect its Government upon the 
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true * of the fe and to 
fix it in future on a baſis of Election- 
Right, too extended and firm to be ſhaken. 
To a nation thug, ſituated, it was enough to 
ſay to armed Citizens, E ntlemen, you com- 
mand the Fate of your Country—If you 
are armed for the People, reſtore to every 
man the Rights, of Nature, which cannot 
be lawfully withheld from any—The man 
f who egg, and is clothed : at his own expence, 
pays taxes; and, by! bis labour and induſtry, 
however humble his lot, .is a uſeful mem- 
ber, of the Community. Who ſhall dare 
to unman him, or by what authority to re- 
duce, him to Vaſſalage, to Brutality, by de- 
priving him of his natural inheritance, the 
Dignity, of, a Man, the Honour of a 

Hitizen | 


* Eh 
i "tg a line of Excluſion could be 
drawn againſt particular Claſſes and De- 
 ſcriptions of men, it muſt be only by the 
great Majority of the nation. But who will 
_ preſume to draw this Line of Civil Excom- 
munication againſt the great Majority itſelf ? 
For it is evident.that being thus outlawed 
and proſcribed by Power, they could owe 
the Government no obedience ; but might 
RR BE 
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be juſtified in meeting” the Law of Power 


with the Right of Self- defence. Having 
no lot or portion in the laws or Govern- 
ment, they are not ruled as Free Men; and: 
there is no Power in this State that can 
treat them as the Vaſſals and Inſtruments 
of other men's Intereſt or Ambition; Under 


ſuch circumſtances, a general revolt of all 


the Non Electors, and unrepreſented, could 
not be deemed Treaſon or Rebellion, fince 
the Government with regard to them would 
be Tyranny, as being not only unprotected, 

but violated in their a n _. 


and Citizens. 


As no, man can be fuppoſed originally to 


enter into Society under the ſtigma of ſuch 


an excluſion from the Community, fo no 
one can be bound to continue under it who 


has the Virtue to aſſert his Dignity with his 


Rights. And when a nation, long groan- 
ing under the Oppreſſion of partial Civil 


Rights, hath the means of full Redreſs in its 


hands, ſhall we inſinuate the flow poiſon of 
a frigid Caution to chill the ardor of virtu- 
ous Enterprize, and fruſtrate a glorious Re- 
formation, by leaving it ineffectual? A 
work like this muſt be carried equally out 

8 of 
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of the reach of Treachery, and of Power. 


It muſt go all lengths, or it is loſt. It 


muſt Wwäaluple. Tyranny aud Corruption 
under foot, or it will be the Scorn and 
Derifion of Government. Prudential max - 
ims of pratiical Reforits, may ſuit a York- 
ſhire Committee, (for Engliſhmen, ſhame 
upon then! are only Beggars of Rights} but 
for a nation where Wiſdom back adopted 
Strength, and Perfection is within the 
graſp of V alour, a ſingle chance muſt not 
be left in the power of Fate, were it poſ- 
ſible to prevent it. A Hingle Vote muſt not 
be loſt: for ſuch is the vigilant and en- 
eroaching nature of Power, that every 
inch of political Ground, not already occu- 
pied and guarded by the People, is inſtant- 
ly ſeized and fortified by their Oppreſſors. 
Free Subjects are never ſafe, but when 
they have Suffrages to guard their Rights, 
and Arms to defend their Suffrages. 
An Engliſhman, without a Vote or a M 


ket, is ſtripped more naked and defenceleſs 


than the Savage in the Deſart. Both his 
Perſon and Property are always open to 
Violation. It is high Time then that this great 
fundamental Principle of Liberty and the 
Conſtitution ſhould be aſſerted and eſtabliſh- 
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ed in the three Kingdoms upon the equal 
Claims of F reemen and Citizens, inſtead of 
thoſe partial Franchiſes and Qualifications 
which have been arbitrarily ſubſtituted in 
the Room of natural Rights, to defeat the 


Gift of God, and deface his Image in the 


moral and ſocial Freedom of rational Be- 
ings. Until this be effected, it is the vaineſt 
of all vain Hopes to expect that Repreſen- 
tation will ever be ſo far reformed as to an- 
ſwer its only great End in producing an in- 
corruptible Parliament, and a virtuous Go- 
vernment. Will they who have, uſurped 
the Power over the Public Purſe quit their 
Hold without a deſperate Struggle, like all 
other Robbers? Shall we in ſuch a Caſe 
rely upon Petitions or upon Piſtols ? Ame- 
rica hath beaten off the Freebooters, and 


goes now about her, Buſineſs without Mo- 


leſtation. Ireland has nearly r:ſcued herſelf 
from Foreign and Domeſtic Spoilers; while 
North's Bagthot Gang continues as uſual to 
bully poor Old England out of her Money 
and her Freedom, 


They reprobate all Reformation as Inno- 
vation; and when Tyranny becomes Eſta- 
bliſhed Government, Innovation is the 


molt 


. 


N 
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moſt mortal Sin againſt it, although with- 
out Innovation the moſt civilized Kingdoms 
of Europe had been as ſavage as the Wilds 
of Africa or America. But the Truth is, 


every Thing is 
is ſo to! iniſters of to thoſe who contend 
for the Power: | Even a Burke, who boaſts 
of bis Philanthropy and Love of Liberty, 
would have bound America to unlimit- 


ed Subjection. He hath publiſhed his 


Doubts, Whether Statutes enacted by the 


People's, Deputies may not bind the very 


Conſciences of their Maſters ? And he holds 
Septen nal Parliaments to be a Fundamen- 
tal of the Conſtitution, of which they are 


the Grave, becauſe ** the permanent Vir- 


tue of the whole Houſe of Cavendiſh,” 
continues to defend, what the Treaſon of 
their Anceſtor uſurped. The Engliſh of all 
which is, that he, and all ſuch Adventurers 


for the Power and the Plunder of the Peo- 


ple, had rather have the Honour and Bene- 
fit of faking Care of them, than reſign to 
them ſuch uſurped Powers as would enable 
them effectually to fake Care of themſetves ; 
and conſequently to get rid of all ſuch 
knaviſh Intruders upon their Rights, Privi- 
teges, and Property, It would be difficult 


0 


gerous to the State, that 


164 
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to ſay whether this Man's Hypocriſy, ot a 


North's barefaced Tyranny reflect the 
greater Credit on the Alliance. _ 


” 
\ 


With regard to Catholics voting in Ire 


land for Repreſentatives, they are the beſt 


Judges who live among them as Neigh- 
bours, and Fellow-Citizens, Certainly no 
Man ought to be perſecuted for his Reli- 


gion, unleſs his Religion be intolerant to 


others. Nothing can, or ought to diſqua- 
lify him from exerciſing .the Rights of a 
Man and a Citizen, but his having actually 
reſigned his own Judgment and Will, and 


conſequently his Freedom, to the Guid- 


ance and Direction of others who may 
abuſe the Truſt to the Public Detriment. 


In that Caſe, not being a free Agent, but 


the Puppet of other Movers, he could have 
no Reaſon to complain of his own volun- 


tary Excluſion. Self- pteſervation is the firſt 


Duty and Concern of the Individual and 
the Community. Men who will not do in 
the like Caſe, as they are done by, are cer- 
tainly not entitled upon any Principle of 
Policy, of Common-ſenſe or Juſtice to exer- 


ciſe the Privileges of a community. There. 
may be exceptions from the general Rule 


of 
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of which they are to judge who riſk the in- 
dulgence. Let the free, honeſt, and good 

Citizen be indemnified from the Abuſe of 

his liberal Confidence, and not a Doubt can 

remain about the equal Rights of all to en- 

joy this great Public Benefit, which ren ers 
every Man the Guardian of his Perſon, 

1 Family, and Property. And this I take to 
1 be the true Line of Conduct with regard 
to the civil Rights and Privileges of Papiſts 
under a Proteſtant Government In a Word, 
I conſider the Extenſion of Election Rights l 
beyond the poſſible Reach of Corrupt In- j 
fluence from any Quarter, to be the only Vi 
effectual Barrier of Liberty and the Conſti- i 
tution againſt every Mode of Attack. 


I am, Sir, 4 


Your very humble ſervant, 


THOMAS NORTHCOTE. 
Ocfober 1 5, 1783. | 
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S an anxions friend to the edule of a 
A Parliamentary Reform, in which 
both Ireland and England are equally inte- 
reſted, I truſt you will -excufe the freedom 
I uſe in addreſſing you on this occaſion. I. 
cannot doubt but that the principles of the 
conſtitution, and that the- means neceflary 
to reſtore freedom to the people, as well as 
purity to Parliament, ate well known to 
the Gentlemen who in Ireland have taken 
a leading part in this great work : but yet, 
as amongſt others of their countrymen, that 
knowledge may not be ſo generally diffuſed 
as might be wiſhed, and as the humbleſt 
eſſays in that line may be of ſome Uſe, I 
have taken the liberty to.order ſome copies 
of different tracts, which have employed 
my pen, to be directed to you at Liſburn, 
for the diſpoſal of the Committee of Corre- 
ſpondence, over whieli you preſide; the 
acceptance of which on their Part I ſhould 
eſteem a particular honour, 


In thoſe writings I have thought it my 
duty to adhere inflexibly to what appeared 
to me to be the rights of men; and much 


thought 
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thought has convinced me; that in propor- 
tion as thoſe rights ſhall be departed from, 
the Reform itſelf will not only be clogged 
with difficulties and inconſiſteneies in the 
execution, but that, when accompliſhed, it 
will proportionally fail in its propoſed ef 
fects. I confeſs that in England we have 
not yet had, at any period, a proſpect of ef- 
fecting a complete Reform; but in Ireland, 
your Volunteer Army—the moſt glorious 
production of public virtue that ever adorn- 
ed a nation !—have perfection or imperfec- 
tion wholly in their option. The conduct 
of that army has hitherto manifeſted too 
much wiſdom and too much patriotiſm 
to leave it doubtful which choice it 
will make. It would ill ſuit with the 
ſplendour of what is paſt, that a Reform 
in the Parliament of Ireland ſhould bear 
marks of material defectiveneſs. Such an 
event would greatly leſſen that dignity of 
character to which ſhe hath attained, and 
which I truſt ſhe means to tranſmit to lateſt 
poſterity, by henceforth ſecuring equal 
Juſtice to her Citizens, and to her Parlia- 
ment. that purity which alone can inſure 
the permanency of her freedom and her 
glory. 
92 | A cloſe 
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A cloſe adherence to the genuine prin- 
ciples of freedom, would introduce into her 
elections, as well as into the frame of her 
repreſentative body, that which ſurpaſſes 
all human inventions for guarding againſt 
the inſinuating properties of corruption: I 
mean ſimplicity. In providing for the pu- 
rity of a Parliament, every thing depends 
on the elections; and the freedom of elec- 
tions reſts on theſe two pillars :—1ft, The 
multitude of electors; and 2dly, The ſhort 
duration of power. Theſe two principles 
neceſſarily conduct us to univerſality of ſuf- 
frage, and Parliaments of a ſingle ſeſſion; 
and ſo ſacred, in my humble opinion, are 
theſe rights, that on no account or pretenco 
whatever, can they become the ſubjedt of 


voluntary conceſſion. It is time enough to 


accept of any thing ſhort of theſe rights, 
when attainment is impoſſible, or the con- 
teſt not attended with any hope of ſucceſs. 
Theſe, however, are caſes which the mag- 
nanimity of Ireland has not left applicable 
to her. How, then, can ſhe act as though 
they were. She cannot. Her honour de- 
mands of her a complete enfranchiſement. 
A free ſtate, without free citizens, is a ſole- 

ciſm 
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ciſm in terms. But it is worſe than a ſole- 
ciſm. It is folly; it is corruption; it is 
miſery ; it is diſgrace. It is freedom to 
vice, and chains to virtue. 


What has occured to me as expedient to 
add to the eſſentials above noticed, will be. ; 
| ſeen at large in the ſeveral details of which f 
I have treated in the barrier; but as one of 
thoſe expedients appears to me to merit a 7M 
diſtinguiſhed preference to the reſt, I will 
treſpaſs a moment longer on your time to 
J ſay a few words ppon it. The ballot is that 
to which I allude. It has its enemies. 
Their arguments certainly deſerve atten- i 
tion. I have heard, I believe, the moſt | 
forcible; and with much truth can ſay, 
that I conſidered them with the utmoſt | 
impartiality. At one time, indeed, I was 
1 prepared to renounce the idea as publicly as 
I had before expreſſed myſelf in its favour. 
I returned, however, to my original opi- 
nion, and with additional deciſion of mind. 
To this latter change of ſentiment, conver- 
+ {ations with Mr. Laurens not a little con- 
tributed. From him I learned that in South 
Carolina, the ballot in their elections was 
introduced about forty years ago; that its 


good 
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good effects were immedlately obſervable, 
that ie” Vas ever afterwards conſidered as a 
wiſe meaſure, and that it Was thought to 
have been particularly ſerviceable during 
the moſt critical periods of the late revolu- 
tion in that country. Theſe proofs of its 
happy effects, inſtantly outweighed all that 
I had heard advanced of its tending to abate 
the virtue and courage neceſſary to freedom. 
J have ſince been farther confirmed i in my 


favourable opinion of the ballot, by nume- 


rous converſations with tenants and tradeſ- 
men; who, for the moſt part, Babe laid | 
even as much ſtreſs upon this ſecurity, | as 

N the ether two Ae more, | 5 2 


4 


With peer to the . of fuf- 


Mage, it may perhaps be obſeryed, that the 
States of America, in their new conſtitu- 
tions, have thought fit to require qualifica- 
tions. But en I reverence the wif- 


dom ſo conſpicuous in thoſe conſtitutions, 
J cannot, however, admire any rules in 


practice, which contradict the nobleſt and 
cleareſt of their political, reaſonings, and 
which needleſsly violate the eternal prin- 
ciples of truth and juſtice. In ſterling mo- 


hack ſome of their qualifications are not 
equal 


ES, 
equal to ten ſhillings a year. So trifling an 


excluſion is the very nonſenſe. of inveterate 
prejudice. 


Since there can be no union between two 
countries on terms of entire equality, and 
for a common intereſt, unleſs both thoſe 
countries are equally free, I truſt that the 
friends of the conſtitution, in both Ireland 
and England, will hold a regular intercourſe, 
and conſider a Reform in their reſpective le- 
giſlatures as a common cauſe, I hope too, 

they will each have their Society for conſti- 
tutional information, and that thoſe Societies 


will correſpond and co-operate in their ge- 
nerous ſcheme. 


With that high reſpect which is due to 
one who is choſen to preſide where all are 
great, and with my warmeſt prayers to the 
Author of all good, that he may give you 
ſucceſs in your efforts to eſtabliſh his laws 
of human government, I have the honour 
to be, Sir, . ü 

Your well wiſher, 


JOHN CARTWRIGHT. 
Marnham, Auguſt 26, 1783. 
Milliam Sharman, Eſq. 


To 
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To Lieutenant-Colonel SHARMAN. 
8 1 R. 
INCE I did myſelf the honour to write 


to you on the 26th of this month, the 


news-papers intimate that Dublin will in- 


ſtruct her repreſentatives to make the fol- ' 


lowing points the objects of (heir exer- 
tions, viz. 


1. A Bill of Rights. | 
2. An annual Meeting of the Iriſh Par- 


liament. 


3. An Equalization of commercial Du- 
ties, &. 

4. A Tax on Abſentees, &c. 

5. A dereliction of the Into French Du- 
ties, &c. 

6. The Abrogation of the Britiſh Admi- 
ralty Court, Poſt-Office, &c. 
Being ſorry to obſerve the attention of any 
Iriſh patriots, directed to ſo many objects, I 


have preſumed once more to trouble you 


with my thoughts, although to the well 
informed they may be unneceſlary ; yet, 


poſſibly to others, the ſentiments of one 
wholly unconnected with Ireland, and 


which are wholly inſpired by a warm at- 
tachment 


1 
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cackinans to the cauſe of freedom; may not 
be altogether uſeleſs ; eſpecially when placed 
in the ſame ſcale with the opinions and 
advice of thoſe to whom they look up, for 
fully and finally ſettling their conſtitutions. 
That the gentlemen who promoted the 
Dungannon Meeting, have held forth to 
their countrymen only one object, is a proof 
of the ſoundeſt wiſdom. That attained, 
what elſe is wanting ! It includes all that 
citizens can wiſh. But to call for a Bill of 
Rights, equalization of duties, and laws of 
wholſome policy, before you have a conſti- 
tutional repreſentation, is to demand the 
fruits of liberty before you have planted the 
tree. The tree once planted, theſe, and 
numberleſs other bleſſings, will be the ſpon- 
taneous produce. To extort from the fears 
of an unconſtitutional Parliament, beneficial 
laws, and uſeful declarations, were to 
waſte that time in which a conſtitutional 
Parliament itſelf might be obtained. That 
alone is the preſent buſineſs of Ireland. Not 
a thought ought ſhe to beſtow upon any 
other object. To magnify the importance 
of inferior things, and if poſſible to divide 
the public attention, ſeem to be the only 

* ſources 


'F 

[ 
1 
1 
AS) 
5 | 
: q 
FE 
| 
TS 
: 
'* 
: 


"aw 1 
ſources of hope left to the enemies of your 
freedom. In God's name, then, let the 
fagacity of Ireland keep pace with her vir- 
tue and her courage! 


- 


The advantages of adhering to the one 


object of the Dungannon meeting, will be 


greater than can be expreſſed. Your force 


directed to one point, will produce celerity ; 
will prove irreſiſtible.” A handful of enter- 


priſing men of addreſs may make their way 
in any direction, through millions intent on 
a diverſity of purſuits, leading them different 
ways; but what can penetrate or impede 
thoſe millions, when condenſed to ſolidity 
by ahitr of object and unity of movement 


In uſing the word ceferity, I have not 
meant to recommend any thing haſty in the 
proceedings of Ireland. Haſtineſs is only 
for thoſe who, through want of public vir- 
tue and well ordered power, are obliged to 
ſnatch in a propitious moment at any neceſ- 
ſary good. It is not ſo with Ireland. On 
the firſt of all earthly concerns, ſhe may 
deliberate as becomes the importance of the 
occaſion, and the dignity of human nature, 
Her counſels may be the counſels of men, 

| 48 
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as fs. from 1 as from a love of fer. 
vitude. 


Individuals in Ireland may bring forward 
motions for the annual Attings of a Parlia- 
ment, or for a more equal repreſentation of 
the people; but the ripened judgment of 
the community will require annual elections, 
as well as a repreſentation equa/ and uni- 
verſal ; in "ſhort, a conſtitutional Parliament, 
for none elſe deſerves the name. 


Before 1 As. give me leave to ſay, 
that, notwithſtanding the apparent forget- 
fulneſs in this country at the preſent mo- 

ment; of that Parliamentary Reform, which 
in many parts of it was of late fo ardently 
ſought, I feel a ſtrong perſuaſion; that ſhe 
will not be deaf to the Patriot voice of her 
ſiſter, Ireland. In my opinion, they are e- 
qually intereſted in each other's proſperity ; 
in each other's freedom, An enflaved na- 
tion, in the hands of any government, is 
an engine of tyranny too dangerous to a free 
people under the ſame government, to be 
an object of indifference. As the freedom 

of Great Britain could not be ſecuxe, were 
Ireland completely enſlaved; fo neither 
2 could 
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could there be ſafety to the freedom of Ire- 


land, although ever ſo well eſtabliſhed 
within, while Great Britain ſhould remain 


without liberty. By means of a corrupt 


tegiflature, faction «might ſend its armies 


acroſs the Iriſh channel as it did acroſs the 
Atlantic, 


— 


With the greateſt ceſoeR, 1 have the 


honour to ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Your well-wither, . 
JOHN CARTWRIGHT: 
Marnban 21 Aug. 178g. 


Liſburn, October 11, 1783. 


S Chairman of the Ulſter Committee 
of Correſpondence, I am directed to 


return you our warmeſt thanks for your very 


obliging and uſeful communications on the 


Subject of a Parliamentary Reform, to aſſure 


you, that we entertain the moſt 5 
ſenſe 


4 
{ 
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ſenſe of your kind attention, and of the 


great trouble you have taken on this occa- 
fion, and to encloſt you a copy of the Re- 
ſolves of the Provincial Aſſembly. of Vo- 
lunteers, 7 1 
Our acknowledgments bad been ſooner 
made, had not the multiplicity of buñneſs 
which devolved on this Committee, both 
antecedent and ſubſequent to the meeting at 
Dungannon, very much engroſſed our time; 
this ſeeming neglect we "oy on your good 
nature to excuſe, 


The Provinces of Leinſter and Con- 
naught have already called general meetings 
on the ſame ſubject; Munſter had in part 
declared before; and there is no doubt will 
now join the reſt. You will obſerve, that 
in the public refolves of Ulſter, we have 
confined ourſelves to ſach general principles 
and objects, as we were convinced would 
ſecure unanimity both in this and the other 
Provinces—on the ſpecific mode of Reform 
the Provinces might differ; different opi- 
nions might have ariſen amongſt ourſelves ; 
our * of Reform 6 out lines of which 
| 1 annex 
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I annex) is chanifoen ſubmitted to the grand 


National Convention ; what they ſhall agree 
upon, the kingdom at large, I dare fay, will 
acquieſce in, and ſupport with their united 
powers; and againſt, * union reſiſtance 
will be vain. 


In the courſe, of our deliberations the 


utmoſt attention. was paid to the opinions 
and communications of all our illuſtrious . 
and much reſpected Correſpondents ; we 
could not, however, in every point apply 


them to the ſituation of this kingdom; and 
where we find great and good men, equally 


zealous in the cauſe, differ with reſpect to 


the mode, our only choice was to adopt 
that which ſeemed to us moſt applicable to 


the country we live in. 


Our ccnntivs, towns, and pariſhes are now 
taking up the fſubjef, and calling public 


meetings to declare their acceſſion to the 
- Dungannon Reſolves, and to inſtruct their 


Repreſentatives on the ſubje& of a Parlia- 
mentary Reform. We earneſtly wiſh to ſee 
the good people of Great Britain preſs for- 
ward in the promotion of the ſame impor- 

tant 
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tant object, eint that the united efforts 
of the Siſter Nations muſt prove irreſiſtible. 


1 am, with the utmoſt * 
81 R, IEP 
Your moſt obedicnt humble ſervant 


Wm. 8 H. ARM A N. 
ey - Febb, | 
. 3 


[It is preſumed, that each of the gentlemen, who com- 


municated their ideas to Colonel Sharman, has received 2 
ſimilar letter. e 


HA PDS of a PLAN of a PARLIAMEFTARY 
REForm, propoſed by the ULsTER Co- 
MITTEE of CORRESPONDENCE 70 lie 
PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY of VOLUN= 
TEERS, and by them referred to the GRAND 
NATIONAL ConvenTION. 


Annual Parliaments—EleQion by Ballot, 
Mean, decayed, or depopulated Boroughs 
to be deprived. The diminution of Mem- 
bers thereby occafioned to be ſupplied by 
giving Repreſentatives to ſuch conſiderable 
Towns as are not now repreſented, and by 

N enereaſing 


f . 
encreaſing the number of Repreſentatives 
for counties, cities, and great towns. | | t 


QUALIFICATION. 

In counties, every proteſtant male, (ideots, 
criminals, &c. excepted) having inhabited 
twelve months, 0 for that time poſleſſed 
freehold worth forty ſhillings per annum 
clear, or any kind of property to the value 
of 20). over and above legal debts, to be an 
elector. —In cities and towns the ſame qua- 
lifications as in counties to entitle a perſon © 
to vote—alſo living in a houſe for which 
he pays 5/. yearly rent, or more—no menial 
ſervants however to vote, either in county, 
city, or. town, unleſs a houſeholder, pay- t 
ing taxes, t 
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Every perſon offering to vote, (if re- 
quired by any candidate or elector) to 
be obliged to ſwear to his qualification, 
and that he will vote for ſuch candidate or 
candidates, as he believes moſt likely to ſup- 
port the liberties of the people in Parlia- 

ment - and allo to take the oath againſt bri= 
bery—all votes once given to ſtand unim- 
peachable, but any cleCtor ſwearing falſely, 
and thereof convicted by verdict of a jury, { 
| to 


wa 2 O 
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to forfeit 201, to the proſecutor, loſe his 
franchiſe for ever, and ſuffer the puniſhment 
allotted for perjury. If any officer make a. 
falſe return, and thereof convicted by ver- 
dict of a jury, diſabilities, heavy . 


and a new election to bene place. 


Every Member returned, ae taking 


his ſeat, beſides the preſent oaths, to ſwear. 


that he, nor no perſon for him, at his coſt or 
knowledge, has, directly or indir bribed 
any elector to vote for him. 


. fs 
Y * \ — 
. * 


A reaſonable compenſation to be made to 


the patrons of disfranchiſed Boroughs, alſo 
to thoſe of ſuch as from having the elective 
ſuffrage veſted in a few, ſhall become free 


cities or Boroughs, at the national expence. 


Extenſion of ſuffrage to ſach deſeription | 


of Roman Catholics as the National Con- 


vention may deem proper objects of $4008: 


great truſt. 


Elections to be held on ſame day in the 


different baronies, half baronies, or pariſhes, 


ſo as to finiſh in one, or in a very few days. 


" * ; 
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Total excluſion of penſioners and place- 
men, ſave that the Lord Lieutenant may 
appoint any of the public officers of the 
Crown; not exceeding ſix at any. one time, 
to fit, debate, and explain the * buſi- 
neſs, but not to eee ee e 
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Since the preceding fheets. were worked off, 
"we have procured a Copy of Dr. IxBB'SC 
Int Letter to Col. SHARMANs * e 
now ſubjoin. 


8&7. 3 
5. 
F 


To ts. Cor. SHARMAN, &c. 
R a 


AM lbeemed by Mr. Joys in a letter 

dated the firſt inſtant, that the Com- 
mittee, of which you are Chairman, have 
done me the honour to deſire, that I would 
communicate to you my ſentiments _— 
ing a Parliamentary reform. 


Ever ſinee the commencement of the late 
important movements in your kingdom, I 
have conceived the reformation of your 
Houſe of Commons as a meaſure efſentrally 


— neceſſary 
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neceſſary to the eſtabliſhment of the liberties 


of Ireland upon a permanent foundation. 


Vou have wiſely reſerved the conſidera- 
tion of this work to the preſent moment. 
If it be conducted with the ſame manly and 


determined ſpirit, which has characterized 
vour former exertions, there is no doubt, 
but that under the providence of Heaven, 


you will ſecure to yourſelves and your 
poſterity, a portion of natural felicity—of 
domeſtic peace—of external honour, for 
tranſcending what have hitherto been ex- 
hibited or enjoyed in any age or clime. 


The matter before you may be cette 
with reſpect to the point of * and 
the point of right. 


With reſpect to the latter, my opinion is 
divided ; by the Conſtitution a certain por- 
tion of the legiſlative power is reſerved to 
the Commons, who, from the circumſtance 
of their numbers, are obliged to exerciſe 


this important function by delegation. 


The power of delegation appears to me 


to be as extenſive as the obligation of bear- 
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ing arms for the common defence. I have 
long conſidered every reſtriction of the right 


of ſuffrage, as an infringement of the law 


of Nature, as well as ſubverſive of the Con- 


ſtitution of my country. 


I am of opinion, alſo, that political truth 
and political expediency are terms ſynoni- 


mous; and therefore am diſpoſed to think, 


that the only advice I can, with propriety, 
offer to a body of men who have conducted 


themſelves with ſo much mcderation, mag- 


nanimity and public ſpirit, is, Go oN, as 
you have begun, inveſtigate the rights 
of freemen—aſſert them—eſtabliſh them in 
their full extent. I cannot believe that any 


meaſure, founded in political truth, can be 


impoſſible to ſuch exalted virtue.” 


However, as many expedients have been 
ſuggeſted upon the idea, that, on account 
of prejudices, what is ſtrictly right cannot 
be put in practice, it may not be improper 
to enquire how far theſe expedients are 


| likely to anſwer the intended. purpoſe, 


Tt has been conceived, that the addition 


of a certain number of county members 


would 


i 1 | 
would affiſt in balancing the corrupt repre- 
ſentation of the boroughs—a meaſure, in 
my idea,. as inexpedient as It is N and 


un} juſt. 


Firſt, Becauſe, if it fail in effectually 
over- balancing the powers of corruption, it 
encreaſes the grievance, by exhauſting the 
national expence; as a Miniſter in ſuch 
circumſtances muſt employ a greater por- 
tion of the public treaſure in gaining a 
majority than before. In Lord North's 
opinion, ſuch a meaſure would have nothing 
in it formidable to an adminiſtration deter- 
mined to govern by Court influence. On 
the deciſion of the great debate on this 
queſtion, he was heard to declare, that the 
friends of the propoſed reform would have 
been worſted, had the hundred knights 
been preſent, the majority that day far ex- 
ceeding that number. | 


Secondly, The propoſed addition would 
render the Houſe of Commons too nu- 
merous. In Ireland, ſuch an encreaſe of 
the county members as would be neceſſary 
to form an effectual balance to the borough 

intereſt 
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intereſt, would be greater in proportion than 
in England. | 


T; hirdly, The ſeats for counties would be 
diſpoſed of abſolutely at the pleaſure of a 


few of the principal landholders—while 


the great body of the freeholders would 
enjoy leſs of the election power than they 
do at preſent. 


Laſily, The expences of conteſted elec- 
tions, Appeialy in the larger counties, 
would d moſt enormouſly encreaſed. It 
has alſo been ſuggeſted that it would be 
expedient to disfranchiſe ſome of the bo- 
roughs in thoſe counties, where they are 
moſt numerous, eſpecially ſuch whoſe con- 
ſtitution is moſt exceptionable and to 
make a compenſation to the preſent pro- 
prietors at the public expence. Nothing 
can be urged, in my idea, againſt this mea- 
ſure. So far as it goes, it is both equitable 
and expedient.” The transferring from ſuch 
boroughs the right of election to townſhips, 
or diſtticts, which, from the greater num- 
ber of inhabitants, and other circumſtances, 
appear more likely to preſerve their inde- 
pendence, would be an improvement upon 
this idea. 
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The generous Principles you have adopt- 
ed reſpecting Roman Catholics, have bee n 
attended with effects very different from 
what were expected by perſons of leſs en- 
larged ſentiments. There are few, perhaps 
who would. not be ala rmed at the idea of 
concealing to them the power of electing 
Repreſentatives of their own perſuaſion. 
Very many might think it imprudent to allow 
them the exerciſe of the right of ſuffrage, 
were even their choice reſtricted to the 
perſons of Proteſtants. 


The local difficulties muſt: be beſt known 
to perſons on the ſpot. I can only reaſon 
from general principles. If men are allowed 
to hold property—to poſſeſs rights—to bear 
arms; I cannot ſee any ſubſtantial reaſon 
why they ſhould not be alſo allowed a ſhare 
in the appointment of thoſe who make the 
laws. By ſuch generous confidence, I ſhould 
conceive, their prejudices would be ſoftened, 
and their attachment to the public, of which 
they would then become a component part, 
Increaſed. At any rate, ſo far as regards 
Proteſtants, the right of ſuffrage may ſafely 
be extended far beyond its preſent limits. 


Seſhonal 


e 
Seſſional Parliaments (i. e. Parliametits 
of a ſingle ſeſſion) are the only Parliaments 
that can be eſteemed conſtitutional: The 
nearer you approach to right. and antient 
uſage, the nearer you will approach to the 
point of true political expedience. 


With reſpect to the mode of effecting the © 
reform in queſtion, I own, I feel ſtrong 
objections to the idea of applying to the 
Houle of Commons by petition. | If the pre- 

ſent mode of delegation anſwers not the pur- 

pole of its inſtitution, it is the proper office 

of the perſons immediately intereſted (ie. 
the conſtituent body J. to form a plan for it. 
amendment. 5e | 

May I FR permitted, without imputation 

of preſumption, to expreſs n unreſerved 
opinion on this momentous ſubject. 


After paſſing reſolutions expreſſive of the 
rights of the people to review the whole 
ſyſtem of delegation, and declaratory of the 
principles upon which a true and proper 
repreſentation ought to be conſtructed, let a 
committee from yourſelves be appointed to 
draw the outline of a plan which you ſhall 
9 judge 


10 
MVR to be effectual—the moſt extenſive and 
liberal that the times will bear, 


Let this nt be — to the Houſe 
of Commons; and at the ſame time, let a 
certain period be ſpecified, in which you 
conceive the wiſdom of that Houſe may 
finally complete the plan you ſhall offer to 
their conſideration, And laſtly, let your 
preſent aſſembly be adjourned to a reaſonable 
time beyond the period, in which the plan 
my be conceived to be offered for aſſent to 
the other branches of the Legiſlatnre. The 
intervening conduct of Parliament will ſug- 
geſt the proper meaſures to be adopted at 
ſuch adjourned meeting. 


Petition implies a power in the Houſe of 
Commons to reje& your ſuit. It transfers 
the authority from the ſenders to the ſent; 
It ſuppoſes in the majority of the Houſe a 
dignity and independence, which the very 
nature of the petition proves they do not 
poſſeſs, It calls upon them to reform them- 


ſelves; which a corrupt body of men never 
did, nor can do. 


R Thus, 
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Thus, with an undiſguiſed heart, I have 
unfolded my idea upon this important queſ- 
tion. May conſiſtency, public ſpirit, and 
magnanimity, with true wiſdom, continue to 
preſide in your aſſemblies! Though abſent 
in perſon, yet in ſpirit, and molt . fervent 
wiſhes for your? key I hall be e 
with . 


I remain, with "ow reſpeRt, 


For the Committee and yourſelf, 


*% 14 - 


l Tour obedient RON 
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